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November Worship Schedule 

                                                                                                                                 

November 1  All Saints Day                                               

  Holy Communion                                                                

  Sanctuary Choir                                                                        

   8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                

   9:15 am Sunday School- all    

  10:30 am Praise Worship (1)                                                    

  1:00 pm TEC training 

                                                                                                                                         

November 8   23rd Sunday after Pentecost                                                          

  TEC Weekend - here                      

  Gospel Rings            

  8:15 am Worship                                                                        

  9:15am Sunday School - all                                     

  10:30am Praise Worship (2)    

  

November 15  24th Sunday after Pentecost                                           

  Sunday School Sings     

  Holy Communion                                                                       

  Newsletter Deadline             

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                

  9:15 am Sunday school - all                                            

  10:30 am Praise Worship (3)                                                          

                                                                                                              

November 22   Christ the King       

  Joyful Noise                                           

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                               

  9:15 am Sunday school - all                                                 

  10:30 am Praise Worship (1)                                                              

  1:00 pm TEC Reunion (Parish Hall) 

                                                                                                                                                   

November 30  First Sunday of Advent                                                                        

  Hanging of the Greens                                                                                 

  Praise Teams                                                                                   

  8:15 am Worship                                                                                      

  9:15 am Sunday School - all                                                                   

  10:30 am Praise Worship 
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  One of the things that surprises me over and 

over again is how often small changes can 

make really big differences meaning and prac-

tice; thus the little word play in the title of 

this article!  Now, I recognize that people who 

grew up in the city may not have any real idea 

of what the difference between ―a ha‖ , ha ha, 

and ―g ha‖.  I am sure that everyone under-

stands a ha; because we have all experienced 

our own a ha moments when some answer for 

which we have been searching so long sud-

denly comes to us with great force! 

 

I am also certain that we all understand the 

ha ha in our lives; because laughter is com-

mon among us and so good for us! 

    But for many of us, g ha may make us think 

more of Muslim warriors, than what it means 

to those of us with an agricultural back-

ground!  When I first went to work outside the 

house, I got to work with a farmer who was 96 

years old and still farmed with a team of 

horses!  He had a tractor on the place; but in 

the two summers I worked for him, I am not 

sure he ever started the tractor.  We certainly 

worked with the bay and the gray! 

   One day I got to work with them all by my-

self, and Dean told be what I needed to do 

when I got to the end of the row.  If I wanted 

them to turn right, I was to holler g; but if 

they were to turn left, I was to call out ha!  Or 

was it the other way around?!  Frankly, I did 

not really need to know which one it was; be-

cause the horses knew which way to turn 

when we got to the end of the row.  Even when 

I called out the wrong direction, the team 

went the way they needed to go!  All I was do-

ing was harrowing the field; so if I had gone 

back over it again, it wouldn’t have mattered; 

but if it had made a difference the wrong 

choice could have been destructive to the 

cause of successful completion of the growing 

season! 

     Now, I do not want to say that anyone of 

these things or of the multiple of other choices 

that I could have made are more important 

than any of the others; but what I do want us 

to consider small changes with big conse-

quences!    One of the biggest lessons I have 

ever learned from scripture is that evil very 

seldom takes believers on head on.  The pow-

ers of evil are far more likely to launch sneak 

attacks that are aimed at getting small con-

cessions from us. 

   After that the opponent can work to make 

other changes that lead us further and further 

away from GOD’s will for us!  We do not try to 

wander far off.; but we do.  The result of these 

small forays is that when we look back, we can 

suddenly see how far we have gone! 

   If we never look back, we can avoid that dis-

covery; but that is not very healthy for us in a 

world where there is much danger from not 

only our sins but the sins of others!  We can 

also avoid seeing how far we have gone by re-

defining what was expected of us in the first 

place.  That seems to be a pretty popular 

choice in our day.  But that too poses dangers; 

because if we allow the foundation stones to be 

pulled out, our support will be gone.  There-

fore, let us remain aware of what the changes 

effect in our mission and embrace or refrain 

accordingly. 

   It is better for us to keep alert to our roots 

while we look forward to the work for the    

future mission of Christ.  Let all of us look for 

ways that we can use our own time and talent 

to bless the many other coworkers in the  

kingdom! 

A Ha, Ha Ha, G Ha 



 

 

Nancy’s Newsletter Info . . . . 

 

 

Parish Education News 

The annual Sunday School Christmas program is coming.  Michelle Wiggins has written it and 

we are preparing for ―The Advent Wreath.‖  We appreciate Michelle’s willingness to share her 

writing gifts with us again.  The date is December 13th.  It will begin at 4:00 pm and have a 

soup supper following in the Parish Hall.  Saturday, December 19th will be the dress rehearsal.  

Please mark your calendars and let the family know the date! 

 

 

 

Music Ministry notes… 

Our first chance to sing songs of the advent season will be Sunday, November 29th.  We will 

again celebrate the hanging of the greens during the first Sunday of advent worship.  Be sure to 

mark your calendars---we will all worship together at 10:00 am as one congregation with soup 

and sandwiches to follow, as we prepare our hearts and decorate our God’s house for the coming 

of Jesus once again.  You are invited to stay and help with the preparations and have a meal 

and fellowship following. 

 

The Christmas Cantata will be Sunday, December 20th during both services.  We are so fortu-

nate to have those who love to sing prepare and share the story of Jesus’ birth in such a mean-

ingful way.  YOU CAN BE A PART OF THE CANTATA CHOIR!!!  We need more voices to 

make the cantata extra special.  Even if you are not able to commit to choir for the whole year, 

you can be a part of this celebration.  It’s fun and we would love to add you to the ranks!  Prac-

tices are Tuesday evenings from 7:00 pm until 8:00 pm, beginning November 17th.  PLEASE 

CONSIDER SERVING IN THIS WAY AND MAKING THE MUSIC STRONGER WITH YOUR 

VOICE ADDED TO THOSE ALREADY A PART OF THE CHOIR!  AND…you’ll have lots of 

fun! 

________________________________________________ 

 

I want to say a big thank you to all who have helped with Christian Education while I have 

served as the Director of Christian Education.  Teachers and leaders have been a gift to me as 

well as to our congregation.  Members of our congregation have been very willing to help with 

supplies when asked.  It has been a pleasure and a challenge to serve.  I thank you for this spe-

cial time in service here at American.  I am excited to continue serving as Director of Music 

here. 

        Love in Christ, 

        Nancy Clay 



 

 

Cause of the Month . . . 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 
Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska expresses God's love for all people by providing quality human care 

services that build and strengthen individual, family, and community life. 

Our Vision 
Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska will be the agency of first choice by clients, professionals, funders and 
donors for behavioral health and human care services based upon the Agency’s high quality of service, fiscal 

integrity and faith-based mission and values. 

Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska (LFS) is a faith-based, not-for-profit, multi-service human care agency 

with more than 30 locations across Nebraska and locations in Council Bluffs, Iowa and Wichita, Kansas. 

Serving over 35,000 individuals annually, our mission is to provide human care services that build and 
strengthen individual, family and community life. LFS’ services-ranging from prevention to intensive treatment
-are as diverse as the people we serve. LFS’ programs and services are available to everyone regardless of 

age, race, religion or income.  

The work of LFS is supported by caring members of our community whose contributions help make services 

available for those unable to pay full fee. In fact, 87% of all donations go directly to client services. 

LFS is community-based. The agency seeks to build on individual, family and community strengths and 

restore individuals back into healthy relationships in families and community whenever possible. The agency 
is accredited by the Council on Accreditation for Children and Family Services (COA), a confirmation of the 

agency’s ongoing commitment to quality care. 

As a multi-service agency, LFS demonstrates its mission through three broad service areas:  

¶ Behavioral Health, including mental health counseling, sexual abuse/incest treatment, substance 

abuse treatment, gambling addiction treatment, and specialized counseling for children, adolescents, adults 

and families; 

¶ Adoption and Services for Children, providing infant, international and foster care adoption services 

and searches, foster care, pregnancy counseling, respite care, maternal health care and family support ser-

vices; and 

¶ Community Services, offering services to immigrants, refugee services, preventative education and 

support to professional church workers. 

 

Our Future 

¶ We are committed to remaining an agency of the Lutheran church, serving all who seek help and hope. 

¶ We will continue to faithfully respond to growing and changing individual, family and community needs. 

¶ We will continue partnering with congregations and other community-based organizations to deliver qual-

ity human care 
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Dear ALC Congregation, 

 Thank you for your donation to the     

Lutheran Center.  The Lutheran Center is more 

than just a church - it is a vibrant community 

and a second home to some of us.  Your support 

makes this possible.  Thank you so much! 

  Yours in Christ,                               

    Katarina May  

 

On behalf of the Worship Committee, I would 

like to thank everyone who helped with Mission 

Sunday.  A special thank you to Stephanie 

Wood, our guest speaker.  It was very exciting 

to hear about Stephanie’s time in Argentina and 

it was good to see everyone come together to 

worship our Lord.  The potluck, as in the usual 

―Lutheran style‖ was plentiful and everything 

was very good.  It is always good to be able to 

get together for fellowship with our fellow 

church—goers.  Again, thank you to all !! 

  Mavis Seelmeyer                                            

   Chair, Worship Committee 

 

I would like to thank the following people who 

donated their time and talents to clean and 

paint the new rental property:  Bruce Worth, 

Austin Wheeler, Terri Wheeler, Irene Kruse, 

Patty Hofferber, Tim Hofferber, Pastor Thor-

berg, Keith Spilker, Justin Spilker, Jordan 

Spilker, Don Spilker, Bruce Spilker, Shirley 

Hinz, Jason Gustafson, Kathryn Gustafson, 

Benjamin Gustafson, Colin Wiggins, Nancy 

Clay, Laynee Clay and any others I may have 

forgotten. 

 God Bless all of you!                                          

 Mike Wheeler, Property Committee 

Lincoln Cluster Food Pantry  

In November, the Lutheran Cluster Food Pantry 

needs Hamburger Helper, macaroni & cheese, soups, 

spaghetti sauce, and fruits and vegetables. 

(The pantry wants to remind folks that they canõt ac-

cept open and used productsñtheyõve been getting a 

lot of them lately.) 

Cash donations are used for immediate needs.   To 

donate cash, place it in the collection plate, clearly 

marked ―Food Pantry‖ 

                              

                                                  

Executive Committee and Church Council will 

meet Thursday evening, November 12th, at 6:15  and 

7:00 pm respectively.  

 

 

 

Sole Reason 

  Did you know there are some wonderful people who 

worship at the other service?  Did you know that there 

are some new people at that other one, too?  Do you 

know who they are?  Well, I know them, and I like 

them!  Iõm pretty sure you would, too; so we will be 

having a joint service once a quarter for you to get to 

know them.  Maybe you will even get to see someone 

you havenõt seen for a while; because they go to the 

other service! 

   We have two wonderful services, (and we will 

keep them both!); but I want us to have a single 

congregation!   With two services and little or no in-

teractions, there is the possibility of becoming two 

churches; Quarterly joint services can help us avoid 

that!  Thatõs the sole reason for celebrating worship 

jointly!  The next one will be on November 29th. 

 

 



 

 

Financial Statement 
 

Attendance and Stewardship      

    Worship   General      Offering                Offering                                                             

  8:15 am 10:30 am Offering   Phase III        Other 

September 25 44 72 $2237.00 $30.00 $808.70      

October 4 54 102 $5716.06 $520.00 $344.00      

October 11 Mission Sunday  95 $3187.00 $200.00 $117.00              

October 18 66 115 $2330.01 $230.00 $585.09         

  

   Financial Results through 9/30/2009 

     August  YTD    

Budget Income                                                                                                                              

 Pro-rata needs   $ 15,433.00 $146,245.00 

 Offerings   $ 13,375.00 $135,421.00 

 Difference                 [$2,058.00]  ($10,824.00)              

Budget Expenses $ 15,241.00       $142,894.00             

 Phase III: 

 Debt Obligation $  2,976.00        $ 26,784.00 

                                                                                                                           

 Budgeted (mortgage ) $  1,850.00        $14,650.00 

 Phase III Offerings $  1,126.00        $11,992.00

 Total Paid $  2,976.00        $26,642.00 

   

Cause of the Month:     $55.00 

 

 

ALC Stats - October 

Change of Address: 

 Wendy Hirsch & Sophie Holihan  to: 6709 Francis Street, Lincoln, NE 68505 

Funerals: 

 Jacob (Jake) Kahler  Died 9/24/09  Funeral 9/29/09                                                      

 Donna Atkinson  Died 9/30/09  Funeral 10/03/09 

Baptism: 

 October 18  Allison LenaMae Huesers   09/19/09    

    Parents:  Alan & Laura Huesers 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Say So . . . 
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11/20 Katherine Welsh 

11/21 Bill Lang 

11/23 John Krause 

11/24 Vanessa Welsh 

11/25 Ellen Dexter 

11/28 Brett Hofferber 

11/29 Kip Gillispie 

11/29 Davis Mbaga 

11/30 Lowry Engstrom 

 

 

I am the vine, you are the 

branches. 

He who abides in me, and I in 

him, bears much fruit.   

John 15:5 

 

11/01 Lucas Hansen 

11/02 Georgia Fritz 

11/04 Bill Ray 

11/04 Michael Krause 

11/04 Page Schuler 

11/06 Stephanie Everett 

11/07 Rick Keller 

11/07 Pam McGill 

11/11 Geraldine Neemann 

 

 

 

11/11 Pamela Brush 

11/12 Loren Lowery 

11/14 Justin Spilker 

11/15 Carl Fricke 

11/15 Gale Hadenfeldt 

11/15 Sherri Pendergras 

11/17 George Stevens 

11/18 Kathy Hunter 

11/19 Wendy Hirsch 

 

 

AMERICAN LUTHERAN CH URCH  

4200 Vine Street                                                                                            

Lincoln, NE 68503                                                                                   
Phone: 402 466-6488                                                                                                          

Email: amlutheran@windstream.net                                                                                           

Web Page www.americanlutheranlincoln.org 

Henry Thorberg, Pastor 

Sunday Worship 8:15 am                                                             

Praise Worship 10:30 am                                                                   

Christian Education 9:15 am 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


