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May Worship Schedule 

May 3  Fourth Sunday of Easter                                        

       Holy Communion                                                             

  Baptism—Tyson Chen Do    

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                

   9:15 am Sunday School- All    

  10:30 am Praise Worship (1)  

 

May 10   Fifth Sunday of Easter                                              

  Mother’s Day                                                                      

  Baptism - Nevaeh Rose Worth                                                          

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                        

  9:15 am Sunday school - All     

  10:30 am Praise Worship (2)                                                                     
   

May 17  Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                           

  Communion                                     

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                

  9:15 am Sunday School - Last Day                                            

  10:30 am Praise Worship (3)       

                                                                                                                              

May 24   Seventh  Sunday of Easter                                                          

  SS Teacher Appreciation                                                           

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                               

  9:15 am Adult Forum                                                    

  10:30 am Praise Worship (1)    

 

May 31   Day of Pentecost      

  Confirmation                                                                           

  8:15 am Tradition Worship       

  9:15 am  Adult Forum                                                            

  10:30 am Praise Worship (Combined)                                      

  11:30 am Dave Dermann-Parish Hall 

May - 2009 

Grapevine 

American Lutheran 



 

 

I am writing this the week after a marvelous 

Easter Celebration in our church!  I trust that 

your home celebrations reflected the awe of GOD 

at work among us!  Easter is always special; but I 

believe it may be difficult to top the one we cele-

brated together this year. Very large numbers par-

ticipated in a lot of different ways!  from the high 

numbers present at worship, to the large number 

of participants in the glorious music of the day!  

Again, I was amazed at the talent and dedication 

GOD provides for American.  God has not short-

changed us in anything; and I am so thankful for 

the abounding Grace we have so much of here! 

   

   In our society, we spend a lot of time thinking of 

blessings as stuff, and I join my fellow Americans 

in thinking that way much of the time!  But there 

is also a lot of time that I spend thinking of the 

real gifts we have, and those real gifts are each 

other!  If too much time is spent thinking of bless-

ings as stuff; we miss the real blessings we provide 

for each other – precisely because stuff can often 

interfere with people relationships! 

    Whereas that is true in our everyday circum-

stances, it is multiplied when we allow stuff to 

take first place in our church relationships.  Many 

years ago, a pastor friend and I were talking about 

how often we hurt each other within the body of 

Christ.  I thought it was awful the way people 

could be so unkind to each other over pretty trivial 

issues. (Like the wrong salad brought to a funeral 

luncheon!) 

   I do not remember exactly how he said it; but the 

force of his argument stuck with me; because he 

described what needed to happen so well that it 

has made great sense to me ever since!  As close to 

quoting him as I can get; “We really need to train 

people in churchmanship in much the same way as 

politicians are trained in statesmanship!”  Clearly 

this was a long time back because the language is 

pre-women’s rights; but the conversation is still 

relevant from what I see still happening in the 

aisles and halls of America’s church buildings! 

    There are brothers and sisters in the same com-

munity of saints, who not only do not see eye to 

eye, but can not seem to agree on much of any-

thing.  In order to win for their side, they are will-

ing to do some pretty cruel things to get their way!  

That is the way of many non-believers; but it does 

not display the love of Christ to the outside world!  

Besides that, it is very counter productive to the 

community of saints, too! 

    We are way better at avoiding this than we used 

to be; but sometimes our bad habits are so deep-

seated that we revert to behavior that we knew we 

had to give up.  There is a techie term that applies 

very well to this, and that is the “default” settings!  

There comes a time in our advancement in skills 

that we need to set new defaults in order to take 

advantage of our increased abilities! 

    In recent years, we have greatly enhanced our 

abilities in music due largely to Nancy’s skill and 

ability to draw out greater resources from our pool 

of musical talent here.  You can’t realize how won-

derful I feel as a result of that increased beauty!  

(Oh, you probably can if you have experienced it, 

too.) 

    But that huge increase in use means one of two 

things.  Those who have done so much for so long, 

will see others taking some of their accustomed 

situations [reset defaults], or our services will be-

come longer and longer!  (I suspect we will want to 

avoid that option.)  I am thankful for these kinds 

of growing pains; but want them to be short-lived 

problems!  The other default setting we will need 

to deal with is a long history of discontent without 

speaking directly and kindly to the source of the 

discontent! 

  We have been working better to achieve our mis-

sion and I commend us for that devotion; but 

please let me know if something is making you un-

comfortable, and we will work to alleviate the 

problem if possible.  We won’t even know if it is 

possible, if we don’t know about it! 

    We have been blessed with great & even greater 

mission potential! Let us do what we are called to 

do in Jesus name! AMEN! 

!Churchmanship! 



 

 

Nancy’s Newsletter Info . . . . 

 

 

HE IS RISEN!!!  HE IS RISEN INDEED!!! 
 

Thanks to all who shared their talents reading and singing or playing instruments during Lent, Holy 

Week and Easter.  How blessed we are to have so many brothers and sisters in Christ with gifts from 

God to enhance worship! 

 

Sharing Holy Communion as Christian Family on Maundy Thursday with three new members was mov-

ing. The darkness of Good Friday resonated through music and the stark beauty of the barren altar.  We 

left desiring light.  That light comes from God through Jesus.  During Easter worship, pote lights-people 

of the eternal lights- flickered showing the power of the Holy Spirit.  The whole sanctuary brightened 

with light as Pastor Henry shared the message of the potential of saving love that Easter is for each of 

us.   Handbells, trumpets and voices lifted in praise on Easter made a joyful noise and put the finale on 

the whole season with the light of resurrection represented through sound! 

 

Finally, how wonderful it was to share in worship and celebration with guests of our extended Christian 

family at 1:00 PM.  The worship was in Spanish, the music was different than usual, but the message 

came through and lit the spirits of those in attendance. 

 

Easter… the light of Jesus’ salvation… the love of God… how wonderful to know we celebrated with an 

extended Christian family around the globe.  (Probably throughout the heavens!) 
 

HE IS RISEN!!!  HE IS RISEN INDEED!!! 

 
 

 

 

 

Graduation time is almost here!   
 

Please give Clarice the names of family members who are graduating from high school or college. We 

would like to honor graduates in the newsletter.  Also, graduating high school seniors will be recognized 

during 10:30 worship on June 14th with a cookie reception between services.  If you have pictures of our 

seniors throughout their years at American, please bring them to Nancy.  They will be put together in a 

power point to help all of us remember and celebrate our times together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Nancy’s Newsletter Info cont . . . . 

 

 

HOWDEE!!  Vacation Bible School is only three months away and we are getting ready!  YEE-HAW!! 
 

July 20th through the 24th from 5:30-8:30, we will visit “Avalanche Ranch” and take a wild ride through 

God’s word.  We’ll get to know Buc, Shadow, Ranger, Skye and Boss and create some great memories.  

We’ll learn that – God is…. Real, With Us, Strong, Awesome and In Charge!   By the way, you can wear 

your cowboy hat and boots! 

 

Nancy will be calling for volunteers to be committee chairpersons who will coordinate their committees.  

Please give prayerful consideration to answering the call with a resounding “YES!!!”  You won’t regret it! 

 

 

 

***Attention Sunday School  families.***   
 

The last meeting of Sunday School is May 17th!  The children will sing at the end of early wor-

ship and at the beginning of second service.  Please have them here at 9:00 AM to warm-up!  Thanks for 

your commitment to bringing your child(ren) to learn about our faith in God and salvation through our 

Savior, Jesus Christ.   Teacher Appreciation Sunday is May 24th.  Please watch for a postcard asking you 

to bring a food item for the brunch we will serve.  Also, a note of thanks to the teacher(s ) would be ap-

preciated. 
 

 

****************************** 

 

Social Concerns need: 

 

As the congregation heard several Sunday's ago; Clinic with a Heart is a "medical mission at home". The social concerns 

committee reviewed the need and felt ALC has a wonderful mission opportunity only a few blocks from our very own 

doors. We are asking everyone to be generous in responding by helping to fill personal hygiene kits. These kits are given 

to individuals visiting the clinic who cannot afford to purchase personal care items. Every kit is different and often 

CWAH has kits designated for men and kits for women. Items which may be included in each kit (any or all): shampoo, 

conditioner, soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant, disposable razors, hairspray, hair brush, comb. 

 

The Sunday School children are embracing the cause by decorating lunch bags which are used to hold the personal care 

items. As you have so often in the past, please open up your hearts and bring any or all of the listed items to church any-

time during May. Designated baskets will be placed around the church for you to place your gifts. Thank you for your 

generous hearts.  



 

 

Campus Connection News 

 

Jogging for Jesus 

The Lutheran Center is making plans for their team, Jogging for Jesus, to run in the Lincoln Half-

Marathon on May 3, 2009. The purpose of the team is to raise money for the internship program at 

the Lutheran Center. If you like to run, or would like to run the Lincoln Marathon or Half-Marathon, 

please join the Lutheran Center team by contacting Tom Hilsabeck, Jogging for Jesus coordinator, at 

thilsabeck@gmail.com. Donations to the internship program may be sent to the Lutheran Center. 

 

 

Woodworking Auction 

The 6th annual Lutheran Center Woodworking Auction will be held on Sunday, September 27, 2009. 

This year’s auction will be hosted by First Lutheran Church. More information will be coming in the 

months ahead! 

 

 

Partner Appreciation Sunday was held on April 19, 2009 at the Lutheran Center, including wor-

ship and a banquet. This is an annual event honoring those who support the Lutheran Center minis-

try. 

 

Some old, worn pews are being replaced at the Lutheran Center. Those will be replaced by 40 sanc-

tuary chairs that offer seating flexibility for the four weekly worship services at the Center. Please 

prayerfully consider a donation to this fund, as the cost of each chair is $150. If you are a Thrivent  

Financial member, you can have your donation matched. 

 

Claire Sharpe, Representative 

 

********************* 

 

Habitat for Humanity - Thrivent Build 

Are you ready to build a home with other volunteers and a local family in need of decent, affordable 

housing?  Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity gives you the opportunity to change lives- - - 

including your own.  Construction volunteers are needed for Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, 

8:00 am to 4:00 pm.  You are welcome to come any days and hours that work with your schedule.  

Lunch volunteers are needed also.  Work location is 3319 X Street.  Call the Habitat office at 477-9184 

if you have questions or would like to schedule a date to provide lunch.  Construction volunteers 

should also call 477-9184 the night before you want to work to verify the location. 

mailto:thilsabeck@gmail.com


 

 

Stewardship Say So . . . 

 

Uh oh.  Itôs time for a newsletter article on financial giving.  I know what youôre thinking: ñUgh! Maybe, Iôll just 
skip ahead to the announcements.ò  And frankly, I wouldnôt blame you. Thinking about giving to church dur-
ing these economic times isnôt exactly anyoneôs idea of fun.  But bear with me for a moment, because as 
youôll see most of what I have to say is a hearty ñThank you.ò   

 

Going into 2009, the members of the Stewardship committee were dreading the worst, fearing that in tough 
economic times one of the first things people would cut would be giving to Church. But, as I should have 
learned by know, you should be cautious in underestimating the generosity of ALCôs membership.  Phase III 
givingðthanks to a very good Januaryðis actually running ahead of budget.  And, while giving to the gen-
eral fund has been below budgetðwe were roughly $4,000 behind when I sat down to write this articleðit 
has hardly been a collapse.  In short, it looks to me like the members of ALC, even in tough economic 
times, remain committed to sharing the financial gifts God has first giving us.   

 

And because of that commitment, ALC is not only able to minister to the faith needs of our church family, 
but is also able to reach beyond our walls to help others grow in their faith. That was especially evident on 
Easter, when, in addition to our normal services (which were packed), we were able to host an Easter ser-
vice for a Hispanic outreach ministry.  My wife Kelli and I had the good fortune to be able to attend that ser-
vice.  While I sat listening, I couldnôt help but think that without your generosity there would not have been a 
building to worship in, or a music director to play during the service, or a pastor to minister the sacrament of 
Communion.  Pretty awesome!    

 

So thank you for being generous, even in these tough economic times, and letôs keep it going so that we 
can continue to spread the Word of God.     

      Joel Bacon                                                                                               
      On behalf of the Stewardship Committee  

 

*************************** 

Spanish Worship At American Lutheran Church  

   We are pleased to announce the tentative beginnings of worship at American Lutheran Church in the 

Spanish language at 1:00 on May 3, 2009!  Our new member, Ramon, will be leading the worship with 

Pastor Henry.  All are welcome to come and experience our new ministry.  

   We are also looking to start an English as Second Language class here, and for that we need some  

additional human resources.  Are you a retired teacher who would like to help others speak English? 

We could use you.  Okay, you donõt have to be a teacher or retired or able to speak Spanish 

    We also need some conversation mentors.  This would mean you have a one on one English conver-

sation with one of the students.  No Spanish will be required for the mentor!  

    Please be looking for the sign up sheets that will get you on the list to help!  

    If you have any questions, please talk to Pastor as I will try to keep informed about everything as it 

develops!  Hasta la vista!  



 

 

                        

  ALC NEWS 

Cause of the Month         May 2009 

Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 

Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries owns and  

operates Carol Joy Holling Camp, Conference &     

Retreat Center (Ashland, NE), Sullivan Hills Camp 

(Lodgepole, NE) and Day Camp, which runs in 28 

congregations each summer. NLOM is a serving arm 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Ne-

braska Synod. 

GIVE -VOLUNTEER - COME TO CAMP! 

www.nlom.org Å 888.656.6254 

 

When you send a child to camp, you can 

expect the following outcomes... 

Å Increase ability to witness to others 

Å Desire to share gifts 

Å Leadership skills 

Å Positive attitude 

Å Self-confidence 

Å Energy 

Å Team work skills 

Å Independence 

Å Stronger relationship with pastor and church 

peers 

Å Broader view of church and faith 

Å Faith that is ALIVE! 

Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

Menõs Bible Study  Men’s Bible Study will the first 

and third Saturdays of each month at Perkins 

Restaurant at 48th & “O” Streets.     In May, 

we will meet on May 2nd and May 16th. All 

men are welcome! 

 

Executive Committee and Church Council will 

meet Thursday evening, April 14 , at 6:15  and 7:00 

pm respectively. . 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Lincoln Cluster Food Pantry In May the Lincoln  

Metro Parish Cluster Food pantry needs crackers, 

Beef Stew, Beans (red, kidney, pork & beans, chili, 

etc.), pasta, and personal care products.  

(The pantry wants to remind folks that they can’t ac-

cept open and used products—they’ve been getting a 

lot of them lately.) 

Cash donations are used for immediate needs.   To 

donate cash, place it in the collection plate, clearly 

marked “Food Pantry”. 

 

American Lutheran Stats  -   2009 

Change of Address:                                                                                                   

Sherri, Emmett, Christian & Gracie Pendergras  

 To:  2155 South 52nd Street,                         

       Lincoln, NE 68506 

Deaths: 

         Mollie Akin  -   passed away - April 13, 2009 

   burial - April 17, 2009 

 

         Gary Mitchell - passed away - April 16, 2009  

              burial - April 18, 2009 

 

 



 

 

Attendance and Stewardship      

    Worship   General      Offering                Offering                                                             

  8:15 am 10:30 am Offering   Phase III        Other 

March 22 61 85 $1,677.50 $     40.00 $  211.00                

March 25   Lent 67 $     $    $  254.00 (Lent) 

March 29 56 92 $1,707.70 $     40.00 $    85.00                     

April 1  Lent NA $      $    $  224.00(Lent) 

April 5 45 113 $5,753.00 $   670.00 $  467.00                      

April 9/10 NA NA $   230.00 $     60.00 $   319.25 (Lent) 

April 12 NA NA $ 4,848.36 $   300.00    $   109.00 

April 19 49 NA $2,250.45 $     10.00 $   409.90 

 Financial Statement:   

   Financial Results through 3/31/2009 

     March  YTD    

Budget Income 

 Pro-rata needs $ 19,290.00 $50,156.00 

 Offerings $ 20,891.00 $51,233.00 

 Difference   ($1,601.00)      ($1,077.00)              

 

Budget Expenses $ 19,864.00 $53,239.00             

 Phase III: 

 Debt Obligation $  2,976.00 $8,928.00 

  

 Budgeted (mortgage $) $   1,766.00 $3,762.00 

 Phase III Offerings $   1,210.00 $5,166.00 

                                                                                                              

 From Bldg Fund $         0.00 $       0.00 

 To Bldg Fund  

 Total Paid $2,976.00 $8,928.00 

   

Cause of the Month:     $375.00 
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05/20 Emily Linke 

05/21 Myra Hawley 

05/22 Tom Loveless 

05/22 Vera Albers 

05/24 Gilbert Coatman 

05/24 Linda Bartlett 

05/25 Rodger Johnson 

05/26 Rosalie Shortridge 

05/27 Trevor Do 

05/28 JoAnn Janssen 

05/28 Pamela Aden 

05/30 Giles Hannan 

05/30 Cameron Kinnison 

I am the vine, you are the 

branches. 

He who abides in me, and I in 

him, bears much fruit.   

John 15:5 

 

05/01 Kelcy McGill 

05/02 BettyLou Lang 

05/02 Gwen Linke 

05/03 Kristen Krause 

05/03 Ed Gaither 

05/04 Toni Walbridge 

05/05 Cory Goings 

05/05 Matthew Walker 

05/06 Joel Bacon 

05/07 Elaine Groathouse 

05/07 Kelli Bacon 

05/08 Charles Martin 

05/08 Julie Sullivan 

 

05/09 Alex Kuszak 

05/10 Dirk Egger 

05/11 Jacob Clark 

05/13 Laddie Buresh 

05/13 Mackenzie Ray 

05/14 Margaret Weers 

05/16 Hunter Smith 

05/18 Les Hineline 

05/18 Eric Neemann 

05/19 Char Rohl 

05/19 Randi Emry 

05/19 Avery Hanson 

 

AMERICAN LUTHERAN CH URCH  

4200 Vine Street                                                                                            

Lincoln, NE 68503                                                                                   

Phone: 402 466-6488                                                                                                          

Email: amlutheran@windstream.net                                                                                           

Web Page www.americanlutheranlincoln.org 

Henry Thorberg, Pastor 

Sunday Worship 8:15 am                                                             

Praise Worship 10:30 am                                                                   

Christian Education 9:15 am 

Address Service Requested 

May  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


