
 

 

 

 

ALC Staff 

 Henry Thorberg - Pastor 

 Clarice Riege    Secretary 

 

 

 

ALC Council 

Executive Committee 

 President - Doug Dexter 

 Vice-President - Michael Welsh 

 Secretary - Joel Bacon 

 Treasurer - Jason Gustafson 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

 Finance-Char Rohl 

 Outreach-Ryan Rohl 

 Parish Education– Wendy Hirsch 

 Property-Mike Wheeler 

 Social Concerns-Liz Cooper 

 Stewardship-Paul Welsh 

 Worship-Mavis Seelmeyer 

 Youth– Bruce Spilker 

  

 

May Worship Schedule 

 

May 2  Fifth Sunday of Easter                                                                

  Temple Talk/Carol Joy Holling                                                           

  8:15 am Traditional Worship/Communion                                                                   

  9;15 am Sunday school/CJH Opening                                                   

  10:30 am Praise Worship/Communion                                                                        

    

May 9  Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                                     

  Mother’s Day                                                                           

  Sanctuary Choir                                                                   

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                                                         

  9:15 am Sunday school                                                                          

  10:30 am Praise Worship     

  

 

May 16  Seventh Sunday of Easter     

  8:15 am Traditional Worship/Communion                                                                                     

  9:15 am Sunday school                                                     

  10:30 am Praise Worship/Communion 

 

 

May 23 Day of Pentecost                                                                                  

 Confirmation                                       

 8:15 am Traditional Worship/Communion                                                                        

 9:15am Last Day of Sunday School                                    

 10:30am Praise Worship/Communion                                                    

 UNL Baseball Fundraiser                                                                         

   

                                                                                                          

May 30 Holy Trinity                                                                                   

 First Sunday after Pentecost                                                                                     

 8:15 am Traditional Worship/Communion   

 9:15 am Adult Forum                                                        

 10:30 pm Praise Worship/Communion                                                                    
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       When something happens so consistently,  

when can we be sure that it is not something that 

would became so familiar that it is not worth doing 

any longer?  When young people see things differ-

ently, for too long a period of time, we experience a 

gap in the generations which we often use to avoid 

taking their new interests seriously.  That is a mis-

take – even if there is not such a big difference in 

perceptions! 

   The mistake is that our ability to communicate is 

seriously depleted!   Things that we need to say to 

each other, things that  we need each other to un-

derstand, and things that build us and each other 

up, simply remain uncompleted and what should 

flow easily between and among us; simply get 

dammed up and eventually break out in destructive 

ways! 

 

   This Is the month wherein much of our nation 

celebrates people who have enhanced their skills at 

communicating by way of graduations.  Pre-school, 

kindergarten, 8th grade, high school, college, grad 

school, seminary, etc. etc.  It is a good thing for us 

to do, and since we recognize that so universally, 

we try to get everybody in on the celebration in 

some way or another.  It is recognized as ending the 

start –getting ready for the future! 

     This month, we will even be celebrating confir-

mation for a couple of our young people here at 

American Lutheran church.  Over the years that 

has come to kind of be understood as a sort of 

graduation; so I know it may be pointless to fight 

that perception; but I will try to do it anyway. 

There is a pastor’s joke about a sure-fire way of get-

ting rid of bats in the bell tower.  All you have to do 

is go up there and confirm them; then they will be 

gone! 

    The only reason that is funny at all, is that for 

many people, confirmation is seen as graduation 

form Sunday School and by extension a graduation 

from church.  This is a bit off target; because it is a 

preparation rather than a graduation.  When I first 

started my ministry, I called this process of educa-

tion, “Training In Discipleship” in order to empha-

size its purpose was to prepare us for a lifelong in-

volvement in being a disciple of Jesus. 

    Throughout my long pastoral career, I have been 

blessed to share a great deal of time in helping 

young people formulate and grow in their faith 

stance, and in their ability to express their faith.  

Clearly, that endeavor has met with widely varying 

levels of  success!  Some have remained actively 

involved in their church.  I don’t think any ever be-

came clergy.  Many have become members of coun-

cil.  I know one became an M.D.  Many have gone 

away from active involvement in the church.  It is 

these for whom my heart aches! 

    Though I recognize there are many blessings out 

there of which we can take advantage, the bless-

ings we are able to see as coming directly from our 

relationship with GOD will provide more for our 

“life” than most if not all the other options that are 

out there for us to pursue!  It may be that this is 

easier to see for pastors than it is for others to be 

able to note, and if that is the case, it is important 

for me to draw it to your attention.  I suspect, how-

ever, that it is just as noticeable for others; but 

time constraints for many prevent this discovery! 

   As we think about starting over again, anew, it 

would prove to benefit us if we took the time to look 

for the GOD option in the things we choose to do; 

while we come into a season of the year when we 

often have some extra time.  There will be a lot of 

pressure to do other things in our society of reck-

less abandon; but I ask us, the people of American 

Lutheran Church, to spend a good deal of time dur-

ing this season of recreation being people of crea-

tion instead.  Create ways to be involved in the 

cause of Christ during the summer months and on 

into the fall; so that when our time of relaxation is 

over, we have not become lax in doing the work of 

Christ to which we were called in our confirmation 

oath.  The work of GOD is a tremendous habit and 

it brings incredible doses of blessings the more we 

are involved in it. 

  In the cause of Christ, be involved – even after the 

day of your confirmation. 

Pastor Henry 

Ending the Start 



 

 

Social Concerns . . . 

Cause of the Month - May 

Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministry                                                      

Carol Joy Holling Camp 2010 

 

Summer Camp material is here!  -  Look in the church narthex on the large table! 

The Lutheran camp is located just 2 1/2 miles SE of Ashland , NE.                                                      

Pastor Brad Meyer is the Program Director & Becca Groves is the Asst. Director                                   

1 Counselor for every six youth 

 

Prepare for Summer Camp! 

Trailhead 1st-3rd grades  & 4th—6th grades CJH Tents 

Tipi Village                 4th—6th grades Tipi Housing 

Ranch Camp                  6th—8th grades Bunk Houses 

The Springs     6th—8th grades Cabins 

Senior High [Whispering Winds] 9th—12th grades Tents 

Senior High Backpacking    9th– 12 grades                          Near Boulder, Colorado 

Adventure Program       6th –8th / 9th –12th grades     The Springs/Whispering Winds 

Taste of Camp    24 hrs.   K– 2nd grades   Sjogren Center      

     Grandchild with Grandparent 

Grand Camp    48 hrs. 1st—6th grades   Sjogren Center  

Family Camp  Parent; aunt/uncle; Grandparent; Godparent   

 

American Lutheran Church                                                                                                                                      
offers Camp Scholarships for                                                                                                                        

“Each of our Youths who attend CJH Camp” 

 

Activities: Bible study, songs, swimming, hiking, canoe or paddleboats, campfire, 

           snow cones, art, games 

 

Questions:  See Pastor Henry or call CJH camp at 1-888-656-6254 or visit online at 

www.caroljoyholling.org 

 



 

 

                      May                            ALC NEWS 

 

LINCOLN LUTHERAN CHOIR   

PRESENTS: 

―Songs of Praise:                                                 

A Tribute on Mothers’ Day‖ 

 

Sunday, May 9th, 7:00 p.m. 

Grace Lutheran Church  

2225 Washington, Lincoln, NE 

 

 

                     
    

 

Lincoln Lutheran Choir will pay special 

tribute to mothers on Mothers’ Day by  

performing Vivaldi’s Gloria and Bach’s 

splendid setting of Mary’s statement of 

faith:  the Magnificat in D.  Under the 

leadership of Joshua Norris, the concert  

will be enhanced by professional soloists 

and chamber orchestra.  Additionally, 

“Voices of Hope” has been designated      

as our outreach partner for this concert.    

As we celebrate mothers everywhere, the 

congregation will be invited to join their 

voices in praise for some special and well 

known hymns.                                                     

A “good-will” offering will be received. 
 

 

 

 

          Lincoln Cluster Food Pantry  

In May, the Lutheran Metro Parish Food Pantry 

needs Peanut Butter & Jelly, Canned meals like    

Spaghetto’s & Ravioli, Noodles, any kind of Beans, 

anything Personal Care related. 

Cash donations are used for immediate needs.   To  

donate cash, place it in the collection plate, clearly 

marked “Food Pantry” 

                              

 

******                              

Executive Committee and Church Council will 

meet Thursday evening, May 13th, at 6:15 pm and 

7:00 pm respectively.  

 

****** 
 

Thank You! 

Thank you for blessing Tabitha with your gift of 

$125.00.  This gift will be used to enhance 

Tabitha’s ability to care for the elderly and            

disabled. 

On behalf of Tabitha’s Board of Directors and 

our family of employees, thank you for your     

continued support. 

In Christ, 

Chandler A. Tyrrell, II                                                        

Director of Development                                                        

Tabitha Foundation 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Financial Statement 
 

Attendance and Stewardship      

    Worship  General Lent     Phase III Other 

  8:15 am 10:30 am Offering Offering Offering Offering   

March 21  50 56 $2987.00  $150.00 $561.00    

March 24 Lent 67    $193.00                           

March 28 [Palm Sunday}73 114 $1823.86 $20.00 $55.00 $60.00                   

April 1 Maundy Thursday    71                                                                                                      

April 2 Good Friday               38 - 76    $605.00                                                                    

April 4 [Easter] Sunrise 38                                                                                                                          

 90 118 $6242.00  $600.00 $144.25                          

April 11 53 58 $3463.00  $160.00 $159.00               

April 18 59 108 $2899.00  $190.00 $74.00 

   Financial Results through 3/31/2010 

     March YTD   

Budget Income                                                                                                                              

 Pro-rata needs   $ 14,303.00 $46,485.00                            

 Offerings   $ 14,928.00 $46,518.00 

 Difference                $      625.00 $       33.00  

              

Budget Expenses $ 15,275.00       $45,703.00          

 Phase III: 

 Debt Obligation $  2,976.00   $   8,928.00       

                                                                                                                           

 Budgeted (mortgage ) $  1,821.00   $   5,617.00 

 Phase III Offerings  $ 1,155.00    $   3,311.00     

 Total Paid $  2,976.00    $   8,928.00      

   

Cause of the Month: $125.00                                             

ELCA Haiti $ Chili Relief $300.00 

 



 

 

Stewardship Say So . . . 

REMEMBERING PHASE III 

 

 At the last Council meeting our hardworking Treasurer, Jason Gustafson, reported that Phase III 
giving has been off in 2010.  If you joined ALC in the last five or six years, you might have read that sen-
tence and thought to yourself ñI have no idea what Phase III giving is.ò   

So letôs start with a little background.  Phase III was the last major construction project in ALCôs 
long range plan. It was completed in 1998, and included remodeling and updating the Sanctuary and    
Altar, extending the balcony, and adding the Narthex, nursery, and bell tower.  In other words, it helped 
make ALC the great place that it is to worship.   

Phase III was funded with a mortgage. At the time we first took out the mortgage, a special giving 
fund was set-up to help pay for the mortgage.  When there is a shortfall in Phase III giving, that shortfall 
must be met by reaching into the general fund, which is something that weôve had to do quite a bit          
recently.   

I would encourage you to think about whether itôs within your means to increase your giving to 
Phase III.  You can give to Phase III by using the envelopes that are marked ñPhase III Building Fundò in 
the envelope packets you receive every other month.  Or, if you use Simply Giving, you can increase your 
Phase III giving by letting Clarice, Paul Welsh, or Joel Bacon know.  And the good news is that in 2½ 
years the Phase III mortgage will be completely paid off.  

 Thank you again for your generosity; itôs what keeps ALC growing and thriving.   

 

 For the Stewardship Committee 

 Joel Bacon 

 

Info from Parish Ed: 

 

 Thank You! 

 Thanks to everyone who donated plastic eggs and candy for the Sunday School Easter egg  

hunt.  Everyone had a great time, especially eating the candy as the 12 eggs containing scrip-

tures were opened and read!  

 

 

 Vacation Bible School 

 VBS will be held July 12th-16th.  Our theme is “Surfing Through the Scriptures.ó  Do you 

have “beach” items you might donate or loan to help us decorate (surf boards, sea shells, life 

vests, fish decorations, palm trees, etc.)?  You are welcome to bring them to church in advance 

or email Mindy Donahoo, smdonahoo@windstream.net, to let her know what you are willing to 

bring, as this will help us in our planning.  Also, we will soon be seeking volunteers to help us 

with this beach party, no lifesaving experience necessary, we’ll leave that up to Him! 



 

 

Altar Guild                May Connie McDowell  

Setup Janis Schleiger  

Cleanup/Setup Betty Tesch  

Cleanup Terri Wheeler  

Ushers                      8:15 am Rosann Keller, Rick Keller  

                               10:30 am Steve Brestel, Nadyne Bryson, Marilyn Pester, Joel Spomer 

   

               8:15 am Servie           10:30 am Service 

 Sunday   May 2, 2010   

Acolyte Adam Neemann Lydia Dexter 

Greeter Beth Voss Clarence Cooper 

 Dorothy Klein Liz Cooper 

Lector Sue Voss Arlene Buresh 

Communion Aids [Servers] Don Spilker Randy Evans 

 Linda Spilker Jerilyn Evans 

Host Linda Bartlett Kelli Bacon 

Counter Katherine Welsh Laddie & Arlene Buresh 

   

   

Sunday   May 9, 2010   

Acolyte Georgia Fritz Cameron Kinnison 

Greeter Gary Voss Keith Spilker 

 Sue Voss Jana Spilker 

Lector Winona Walbridge Patrick Aden 

Host Vera Albers Ryan & Char Rohl 

Counter Janis Schleiger Pam Brush 

 Connie McDowell  

   

Sunday   May 16, 2010   

Acolyte Rhiannon Aden Isaac Graff 

Greeter Harry Groathouse Bev Mertes  

 Elaine Groathouse Margaret Weers 

Lector Michael Welsh Paul Welsh 

Communion Aids [Servers] Carol Meedel Diane Brestel 

 Beth Voss Judy Neeman 

Host Olie & Dagmar Ahlquist Brenda Spilker 

Counter Brenda Spilker Jason Gustafson 

  Kathryn Gustafson 

   

Sunday, May 23,2010 Confirmation  

Acollyte Hannah Graff Lydia Dexter 

Greeter Connie McDowell Ryan Rohl 

 Wilma Damian Char Rohl 

Lector Gladys Shafer Keith Spilker 

Communion Aids [Servers] Gary Voss Kathryn Gustafson 

 Sue Voss Kim Malone 

Host Don Spilker Shirley Hinz 

Counter Linda Bartlett Bernice Westerholt 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

                   8:15 am                   10:30 am 

   

Sunday, May 30, 2010   

Acolyte Adam Neemann Georgia Fritz 

Greeter Gert Remmers Arlene Buresh 

 DeLores Bechtolt Laddie Buresh 

Lector Beth Voss Randy Evans 

Communion Aids [Servers] Gert Remmers Patrick Aden 

 Linda Spilker Liz Cooper 

Host Janis Schleiger Joel Bacon 

Counter Mike & Terri Wheeler Ryan & Char Rohl 

   

   

   

   

   



 

 

   

   

   

    

   

   

   

   

   

   

                   8:15 am                   10:30 am 

   

Sunday, May 30, 2010   

Acolyte Adam Neemann Georgia Fritz 

Greeter Gert Remmers Arlene Buresh 

 DeLores Bechtolt Laddie Buresh 

Lector Beth Voss Randy Evans 

Communion Aids [Servers] Gert Remmers Patrick Aden 

 Linda Spilker Liz Cooper 

Host Janis Schleiger Joel Bacon 

Counter Mike & Terri Wheeler Ryan & Char Rohl 
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05/20 Emily Linke 

05/21 Myra Hawley 

05/22 Tom Loveless 

05/22 Vera Albers 

05/24 Gilbert Coatman 

05/24 Linda Bartlett 

05/25 Rodger Johnson 

05/26 Rosalie Shortridge 

05/27 Trevor Do 

05/28 JoAnn Janssen 

05/28 Pamela Aden 

05/30 Giles Hannan 

05/30 Cameron Kinnison 

 

I am the vine, you are the 

branches. 

He who abides in me, and I in 

him, bears much fruit.   

John 15:5 

05/01 Kelcy McGill 

05/02 BettyLou Lang 

05/02 Gwen Linke 

05/03 Kristen Krause 

05/03 Ed Gaither 

05/04 Toni Walbridge 

05/04 Jorie Goings 

05/05 Cory Goings 

05/05 Matthew Walker 

05/06 Joel Bacon 

05/07 Kelli Bacon 

05/07 Elaine Groathouse 

05/08 Charles Martin 

 

05/08 Julie Sullivan 

05/09 Alex Kuszak 

05/10 Dirk Egger 

05/11 Jacob Clark 

05/13 Laddie Buresh 

05/13 Mackenzie Ray 

05/14 Margaret Weers 

05/16 Hunter Smith 

05/18 Les Hineline 

05/18 Eric Neemann 

05/19 Char Rohl 

05/19 Randi Emry 

05/19 Avery Hanson 

 

AMERICAN LUTHERAN CH URCH  

4200 Vine Street                                                                                            

Lincoln, NE 68503                                                                                   

Phone: 402 466-6488                                                                                                          

Email: amlutheran@windstream.net                                                                                           

Web Page www.americanlutheranlincoln.org 

Henry Thorberg, Pastor 

Sunday Worship 8:15 am                                                             

Praise Worship 10:30 am                                                                   

Christian Education 9:15 am 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


