Grapevine

June - 2009

ALC Staff American Lutheran

Henry Thorberg - Pastor

Nancy Clay-Director of Worship/
Christian Education June Worship Schedule

Clarice Riege — Secretary

June 7 The Holy Trinity
Holy Communion
8:15 am Traditional Worship
9:15 am Adult Forum
Executive Committee Trinity 10:30 am Praise Worship (2)

ALC Council

President - Doug Dexter
Vice-President - Colin Wiggins

Secretary - Joel Bacon

June 14 Second Sunday after Pentecost
Treasurer - Jason Gustafson
Flag Day
§3 8:15 am Traditional Worship
(o Faith 9:15 am Adult Forum

t

10:30 am Praise Worship (1)

Committee Chairs

Shasniige- Bl les Wiositedolli June 21 Third Sunday after Pentecost
Outreach-Linda Bartlett Father’s Day/1st Day of Summer
Parish Education- o 4 Confirmation Camp Begins
. Communion

Property-Mike Wheele R .

PRS- ’ 8:15 am Traditional Worship
Social Concerns-Liz Cooper 9:15 am Adult Forum
Stewardship-Paul Welsh 10:30 am Praise Worship (3)
Worship-Mavis Seelmeyer
Youth— Bruce Spilker

June 28 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

8:15 am Traditional Worship
\\// 9:15 am Adult Forum
v 10:30 am Praise Worship (2)




Wanting to Share

The end of spring breaking is upon us, and
there is slightly more time for thinking than
there is when we are so busy doing. Oh, there
is a lot of planning that is going on for events
that will happen in the future; but I am recall-
ing the really, really, busy time we have just
come through and looking at what it looked
like! WOW!

We truly did a lot of things this past sched-
uled year! Itis likely that many people feel
like the above cartoon when we look at all
those things with the result that we feel like we
needed this break for real!!! I know thatI have
felt like that since I came back from my heart
surgery! And as most of you know, I like being
busy a lot more than trying to find things to do!
There is a resulting temptation for me when
someone feels like they need to have a break.
It is a temptation our congregation has helped
me avoid since coming here; but I will need
your help again, since there are so many who
can help!

Please keep me from allowing you to say,
“Pastor will do it!” If it needs to get done, and
seems to be getting left undone; I have been in
the habit of just doing it myself rather than
waiting for it to happen or getting on any-
body’s case. I have been noticing myself do-
ing more things that could be done just as well
if not way better by those whom GOD has
gifted with the abilities to do those things! I
will no doubt want to be involved in many of
these things, too; but where they are the work
of all the people of GOD, I do not want to end
up doing them myself.

You would be right in asking me what I am
referring to; so I would be right in providing
you with examples, and I start with the theo-

logical rational behind this important position!
The disciples noticed that there were a lot of
details of the ministry in their day that others
were just as suited to do as they were — per-
haps even better suited to do! They turned
over some of the work of the ministry to others;
while they concentrated on those things Jesus
had prepared them to do! St. Paul deals with
the same thing when he speaks of the gifts of
GOD and the fruits of the Spirit.

Every body is empowered to bear fruit; be-
cause we are grafted into the Body of Christ.
And the fruits are the same for everyone; how-
ever, the gifts of the Spirit are not the same for
everyone! We’ve got prophets, and preachers,
and teachers, and workers and, and, and!
And, Boy do we have our share of people who
have been talented by GOD. Paul also says
that my job is to equip the saints for the work
of ministry, and if I do the ministry that one of
you should be doing, I short cut that part of my
task! That is why I want to make sure you have
the opportunity to do the things GOD has for
you to do!

We have expanded the number of cantors in
the first service! Yea! I have been doing the
children’s messages, and though I do not want
to give that up altogether since I think it builds
relationships with the young ones, there are a
number of you who can and should do that too!
We have a lot of people participating in lead-
ing worship; but there are more out there
whom we should be involving, too. We have
quite a number of new members who have tal-
ents to offer; so I invite you to do that, too! And
we have things coming up this summer that
will also need people to help! Examples of this
include but are not limited to; Hispanic minis-
try, VBS, picnic planning, re-treading events
and so forth. Let me, or a member of the ex-
ecutive board know how you want to help!

Together in Christ’s work, Pastor Henry



Nancy’s Newsletter Info . . . .
IT’S GRADUATION TIME AGAIN!

We share in the joy of our graduates and their families.

Graduating from college are

Seth Sharpe from the University of Nebraska, Lincoln
(Son of Sam and Claire Sharpe)

Laynee Clay from the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, in August
(Daughter of Dale and Nancy Clay)

Anthony Lang from Nebraska Wesleyan University
(Son of Bill and BettyLou Lang).

Graduating from high school are:

Courtney Davidson
(Daughter of Debra Davidson)

Matt Rotshafer from Lincoln High School
(Son of Jerry and Lisa Rotshafer)

Jordan Spilker from Northstar High School
(Son of Keith and Jana Spilker)

Jared Stevens
(Son of Glen Stevens).

Sunday, June 14" we will celebrate the lives of our graduating high school seniors.

We will honor our graduating high school seniors between services with a cookie/coffee reception. During
the second service we will view a power-point presentation and will give them a special blessing.

Nancy needs pictures of the seniors at church through the years as well as other pictures. For their gift from
the church, she needs a senior wallet-size photo. Please get the pictures to Nancy ASAP as she needs to fin-

ish the gifts and power-point.
gARAGE
) SaLE

We will accept donations for a church-wide garage sale. All proceeds will be used for {\\/ \
vacation bible school expenses. We will also apply for matching funds from THRIVENT.

SATURDAY, JUNE 27™ IS THE DATE FOR THE VBS GARAGE SALE.

\/
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you will help.
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Nancy’s Newsletter Info cont . . . .

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be JULY 20™ through the 24™.

We will be visiting a AVALANCHE RANCH.
2S gAfft KIS aOSYSNE FNRY 6SaiSNYy bSoNlraill o . 2 d:
Chadder the Chipmunk will be with us as well as other ranch friends!

Cowboy hats, boots, and other cowboy attire will be in order for the week.

We will have Spanish speaking and singing and English speaking and singing.
oy 3fAakK fly3dz IS £ SFENYSNAR Attt fSIFENYy &a2vYS 9y3fia
English speakers will learn some Spanish. How FUN!!!

Please complete the registration form as soon as possible so we can have an accurate count of children and
order the supplies we need.

Finally-----please consider being a part of the adventure!!! Call Nancy if you want to help. And, say please
yes of you receive a call to help!

Thank-you!
SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF

Thank you for being a model and mentor to our children. Sunday, May 17" we honored our Sunday School
Staff with a brunch between services.

The following people served during the 2008-2009 school year. We appreciate all they have contributed.
What a blessing they have all been!

3yr. olds - Cheryl Thorberg

Preschool/Kindergarten - Mindy Donahoo, Angie Hanson and Kathryn Welsh
First and Second Grades - Jerri Neemann, Maureen and Patrick Linke
Third Grade - Char Rohl

Fourth and Fifth Grades - Claire Sharpe

Middle School - Dave Dermann and Laynee Clay

High School - Laynee Clay, Bill Ray, Ryan Rohl and Colin Wiggins
Substitutes - Pam Aden, Pam McGill, Ryan Rohl and Dale Clay

Crafts - Angie Franzen, Aaron Seelmeyer and Mavis Seelmeyer
Opening and Music - Wendy Hirsch and Michelle Wiggins
Superintendent and Substitute - Pam Brush



Stewardship Say So . ..
Stewardship Odds and Ends

We have several things to tell you about for stewardship this month, including a service project that we first
tried out last year and now have the opportunity to make an annual event.

Lincoln Paint-A-Thon. Last August a team of volunteers from American Lutheran painted a house for a
deserving Lincoln couple as part of the Lincoln R&iAThon project. This was a citywide effort that in-

volved 900 volunteers painting a total of 31 homes. (It took 448 gallons of paint and 169 tubes of caulk!)
ltds time to sign up for the 2009 project, and I
| think that those who participated last year would tell you it was a rewarding experience. | personally en-
joyed working side by side with others in my church family, and | got to know them a little bit better, too.

The deadline for team signup is Friday, June 5. We will be prepping a house on Saturday, August 1 and
painting it on Saturday, August 8. I f you haveno
consider doing so. We had 10 people express interest in this project when they filled out their time and tal-
ent sheets in the fall, and we need at least that many to field a team.

There is a signup sheet in the Narthex for the P&imth on. | f youbre abl e
and worthy cause.

, | ho

AMy Of feriWegoha&we dsdded some AMy Offeringo cards
our members, who had seen something similar done at another Lincoln congregation.

There are many ways to make a financial contribution to American Lutheran. If you make yours on a peri-

odic basis such as monthly or annually, or if you use as automated method such as Simply Giving, we invite
you to place one of these new cards in the offering plate when it is passed. It is an outward sign of your sup-
port, and all ows you to participate in adding to

We hope youodl | make use of the cards if they fit
ardship ideas with us! We appreciate it.)

Earth Day Wrap-up. We had a great turnout for the cleanup project that the Stewardship Committee led

on April 19 in recognition of Earth Day. About 25 people stayed after second service for lunch and to clean
up Vine Street between 8&nd 48'. A few of us also cleaned up the nearby bike trail. The difference was
really apparent as | left that day. The curb lanes along Vine Street looked great! Thank you to everyone who
helped out.

Paul Welsh
For the Stewardship Committee



ANGEL FOOD NETWORK

Angel food Ministries is a non-profit, non-denominational organization dedicated to providing grocery relief
and financial support to communities throughout the United States. The program began in 1994 with 34
families in Monroe, Georgia (between Atlanta and Athens), and has grown to serve hundreds of thousands of
families every month across 35 states. Angel food Ministries crosses denominational lines and has spread
the good new of the gospel of Christ through salvation tracts that are placed in each food order.

BLESSING BY THE BOX

Angel food is available in a quantity that can fitintoamedium-a AT SR 6 2E |G bPon LISNI dz
is different than the previous month and consists of both fresh and frozen items with an average retail value

of approximately $60. Comparison shopping has been done across the country in various communities using

a wide range of retail stores and has resulted in the same food items costing from between $42 and $78.

Generally, one unit of food assists in feeding a family of four for about one week or a single senior citizen for
almost a month. The food is all the same high quality one could purchase at a grocery store. There are no
secondhand items, no damaged or out-dated goods, no dented cans without labels, no day-old breads and
no produce that is almost too ripe.

Also offered are specialty boxes such as steaks, chicken and pork. Many participants in this bonus program
appreciate the expanded choices. Additionally, there is no limit to the number of units or bonus foods an in-
dividual can receive, and there are no applications to complete or qualifications to which participants must
adhere. Angel Food Ministries also participates in the U.S. Food Stamp program, using the Off-Line Food
Stamp Voucher system.

IT’S BOTH A BARGAIN AND A BLESSING!

Orders and distribution are handled by church host sites. Orders are collected by the host sites during the

first part of each month. These orders are then turned in to the Angel Food main office in Monroe, Georgia,

on a predetermined date. Several days later, in the same month, the host site either pick up the food from
l'y3aSt C22RQa wmcnInnn aldzz NE FSSG g NBK2dzaS G2 TA
growing nationwide, food is delivered to the host site by a pre-arranged delivery mode. In most cases, as

long as there is a truck headed in the direction of a community who wants this program and sees its ministry
influence, there are no extra transportation cost.

Sample Menu:

41b IQF Leg Quarters 16 oz. Green Beans

4 OZ. Beef Back Ribs 16 oz. Baby Carrots

1lb. 80/20 Lean Ground Beef 2 Ibs. onions

2 Ibs. breaded chicken tenders 1lb. Pinto Beans

1.5 Ib. Bone in Pork Chops (4x60z.) 1lb. rice

1 Ib. ground turkey 7 0z. Blueberry Muffin Mix
180z. Stuffed Manicotti (Cheese) 10 ct. Homestyle Waffles
12 oz. Smoked Sausage Dessert Items

7 0z. Cheeseburger Dinner
Betty Crocker Seasoned Potatoes



ALC NEWS

£ June

Men In the Word Bible Study will not meet the first
Saturday in June but will meet on the third Satur-
day of June at Perkins Restaurant at 48th & “O”
Streets. In June, we will not meet on June 6th, but
we will meet on June 20th.. All men are welcome!

Lincoln Cluster Food Pantry In June the Lincoln
Metro Parish Food pantry needs juice, peanut but-
ter/jelly, stew, rice, egg noodles, and vegetables
(especially peas).

Executive Committee and Church Coun-
cil will meet Thursday evening, June 11th ,
at 6:15 and 7:00 pm respectively. .

Picnic and Playdate

Everyone is welcome to join ALC friends at a
playdate after church on June 7th at
McAdams Park (44th and Y). The park is only

(The pantry wants to remi n d Cqupj§ofbiocks norshof chugch glos& 3 ngt ac -
cept open and used productsit hey dve been €egneotutdihngt oa | eave your car a
lot of them lately.) chip in and order sub sandwiches to share.

Cash donations are used for immediate needs. To Please call Vanessa Welsh (488 -2470) or cell

donate cash, place it in the collection plate, clearly
marked “Food Pantry”.

WELCA: Martha Circle will meet Wednesday, July
8th at 9:30 am at the church to organize kits for
Lutheran World Relief. If you have supplies for kits,
please have them to church by November. Completed
kits will be sent to headquarters in November.
Thanks for all your past participation in helping Lu-
theran World Relief, especially the school kits.

After working on the kit’s the women will have lunch
at Grandmothers restaurant at 11:00 am. All church
women are invited to attend. If you have questions,
contact Jan Falck at 466-4967.

Thank You to Pastor and congregation.

The ECCO (East Campus Community Org) board
wishes to thank you for being so generous as allowing
us to us your facility for the Neighborhood Cleanup
on April 25th.

Without you it would be much more difficult to con-
tinue this project.

Thanks again, ECCO Board,

Cindy Stuefer Powell, President

(430-4462) to | her

Hope to see you there!

et Know vy (

Thank You! Thank you so much for your generous

donation of $375.00 to Clinic with a Heart. We are

ANF GSTFdzAf 2F @2dzNJ adzLLI2 NI F
YAdaAz2y G K2YSoé LG o1 &
your church.

Thank you again, and we look forward to your con-
tinued support.

Sincerely, Dr. Rob Rhodes

What A Blessing!!!

We now have a camera that allows the organist to
see what is going on. It will assist during worship,
weddings, and funerals. Timing has been difficult as
the organist cannot see much of the Sanctuary and
has needed someone to let them know what is going
on below.

Gary Voss and his family have spent many hours in-
stalling a close-circuit camera and television to fix
the problem. So the questionis. .. How do we
thank Gary Voss for installing the camera in the
sanctuary? Easy answer, just tell him in person!



Attendance and Stewardship

Worship General Offering Offering
8:15am 10:30 am Offering Phase III Other
April 26 49 84 $1,539.00 $ 10.00 $ 215.50
May 3 58 103 $5,570.00 $ 780.00 $ 712.50
May 10 68 112 $2,081.93 $ 90.00 $ 126.50
May 17 52 77 $3,605.00 $ 180.00 $ 47.50
Financial Statement:
Financial Results through4/30/2009
April YTD
Budget Income
Pro-rata needs $15,433.00 $65,589.00
Offerings $ 14,743.00 $61,197.00
Difference 6 690.00) ($4,392.00)
Budget Expenses $16,641.00 $69,880.00
Phase Il
n i’? Debt Obligation $ 2,976.00 $11,904.00
CFod
Budgeted (mortgage ) $ 1,926.00 $ 5,688.00
Phase Il Offerings $ 1,050.00 $ 6,216.00
Total Paid $ 2,976.00 $11,904.00
Cause of the Month: $110.00

Confirmation - May 31, 2009
The following young people were confirmed this year:
Natalie Dermann - Emily Foley - Morgan Malone - Laura Martin - Eric Neemann
May You!

Godds Bl essing Be Upon



American Lutheran - May Statistics:

Funeral:
Clara Nordbrock - Died, May 10, 2009
Funeral - May 14 at American Lutheran with burial at Hildreth
Birth:
Marjorie Rae (Jory) Goings Born May 4, 200
Parents: Cory and Roxy Goings
Baptism:

5/3/09 Tyson Chen Do
Parents: Tony Do and Stephanie Engstrom

5/10/09 Nevaeh Rose Worth
Parents Luke and Emma Worth

New Members Received - 5/10/2009

Helen DeLoris (Dee) Broz
6100 Vine #J51

Lincoln, NE 68505
430-9802

Ramon Marcano & Kaleb
502 S. 24th St.

Lincoln, NE 68510
402-601-1723

Seth & Rachel Lade
2821 Tierra Dr. Apt. 311
Lincoln, NE 68516

Setht 335-7684

Rachel 525-4748

Change of Address:
Wanda Kehres to 17753 Olive Street, Omaha, NE 68136-2046



AMERICAN LUTHERAN CH URCH

4200 Vine Street

Lincoln, NE 68503

Phone: 402 466488

Email: amlutheran@windstream.net

Web Page www.americanlutheranlincoln.org

Henry Thorberg, Pastor

Sunday Worship 8:15 am
Praise Worship 10:30 am

Christian Education 9:15 am

I am the vine, you are the
branches.

He who abides in me, and I in
him, bears much fruit.

John 15:5

990
Birthday.s
“Month

06/02 Gary Meeske

06/02 Mike Wheeler

06/02 Emily Foley

06/04 Heidi (Bartlett) Allen
06/04 Heather (Bartlett) Vanis
06/04 Drew Hofferber
06/07 Tim Hofferber

06/07 Dan Foote

06/08 Irene Kruse

06/09 Vonnie Johns

06/10 Kyle Gillispie

Address Service Requested

NONPROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE PAID
Lincoln, Nebraska

Permit No. 201

June

06/12 Jerad Janssen
06/12 Cambry Everett
06/13 June Loveless
06/13 Wayne Schauer
06/14 Gladys Piper
06/14 Rosemary Neemann
06/14 Patrick Wadkins
06/15 Lois Curren
06/16 Arlene Buresh
06/17 Ruth Vinson
06/19 Linda Lowe

06/19 Tyson Do

06/21 Patsy James
06/22 Bev Mertes

06/24 Troy Schachterle
06/24 Austin Rohl

06/26 Raquel Schachterle
06/27 Ben Pederson
06/27 Isabella Stege
06/28 Steven Westerholt
06/28 Neriah Aden
06/29 Connie McDowell






Cause of the Month T June...

Lincoln Lutheran Metro Parish Food Pantry
AfBe Generous and share food with the poor,

Proverbs 22:9

Sharing Food with the Hungry

Why is there a need? Many household |Iive day to
can leave families with no money for food.

A box of nutritionally balanced food for seven days contains canned meat & fish, vege-
tables & fruit juice, macaroni & cheese, rice, beans, spaghetti sauce, pasta, noodles,
gelatin, soup, crackers, peanut butter & jelly, cereal, pancake mix, syrup, personal care
items & more.

Food provided to the needy through Lincoln Action Program, Mission Service Center,
Friendship Home, Lutheran Clergy, The Bridge & other avenues as needed.

Ways you can help

Cash & food donations through your church. (Designated for the Lincoln Lutheran Metro
Parish Food Pantry)

Crop Walk 1 Walk or sponsor a walker.

Miracles Still Happen
What is the Lincoln Lutheran Metro Perish Food Pantry?

e Lincolnés first church based food pantry.

e Begandearly 19706s as the Lutheran Food Pantry.
e Was adopted by the Lincoln Lutheran Metro Parish congregations.

e Coordinated by the Lincoln Interfaith Council Emergency Food Pantry System.

e Provides for the needy through ELCA & LCMS congregations working together.

e A unigue ministry providing community outreach for children & adults.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO KEEP THE PANTRY RUNNING!



