
 

 

 

 

ALC Staff 

 Henry Thorberg - Pastor 

 Nancy Clay-Director of Worship/

              Christian Education 

 Clarice Riege – Secretary 

 

 

 

ALC Council 

Executive Committee 

 President - Doug Dexter 

 Vice-President - Colin Wiggins 

 Secretary - Joel Bacon 

 Treasurer - Jason Gustafson 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

 Finance-Bernice Westerholt 

 Outreach-Linda Bartlett 

 Parish Education- 

 Property-Mike Wheeler 

 Social Concerns-Liz Cooper 

 Stewardship-Paul Welsh 

 Worship-Mavis Seelmeyer 

 Youth– Bruce Spilker 

  

 

                                                                                                                 

July Worship Schedule 

 

July 5  5th Sunday after Pentecost                                        

       Holy Communion                                                             

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                

   9:15 am Adult Forum     

  10:30 am Praise Worship (1)  

 

 

July 12   6th Sunday after Pentecost     

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                        

  9:15 am Adult Forum      

  10:30 am Praise Worship (2)                                                                     

   

   

July 19  7th Sunday after Pentecost      

  Communion                                     

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                

  9:15 am Adult Forum                                            

  10:30 am Praise Worship (3)    

                                                                                                                                   

 

 July 26   8th Sunday after Pentecost                                           

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                               

  9:15 am Adult Forum                                                    

  10:30 am Praise Worship (1)    
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Luther didn’t care for the letter of James very 

much; therefore, the church that bears his 

name often ignores it, too.  But we ignore any 

part of scripture at our own peril!  We learned 

that very early on when Arius did not like the 

Old Testament which he promptly discarded 

as of no real use to Christians.  Then he had to 

toss out every verse in the New Testament that 

referred to the Old Testament.  There are 

many of those; so Arius had a pretty short Bi-

ble by the time he finished editing it to his  

liking! 

   

   We simply do not have the right to put things 

on the shelf that we do not agree with – espe-

cially when the things we are dealing with are 

the things of faith!  This is true with respect to 

the written word of GOD, and it is no less true 

of the living Word of GOD which is us as the 

Body of Christ!  There are numerous aspects to 

putting the BODY of CHRIST on the shelf and I 

can not address them all in the short space of a 

newsletter article; but I do wish to touch on a 

couple of them. 

    All of us have our favorite people, and we 

are willing to do more for them than we would 

do for others!  That is altogether natural and 

just would not make sense to ignore that in the 

practical day to day operations of the ministry 

of the church! At the same time, it would be 

counterproductive to accept that without chal-

lenging that method of operation!  I would 

therefore encourage you to reclassify your list 

of favorite people to include every member of 

our congregation; so that our willingness to 

help will not be limited to those times when 

they really need our help – those times when 

they are practically desperate! 

     The opposite side of shelving others for the 

sake of those we like would be shelving our-

selves because of those we don’t like!  When 

something has happened that strained rela-

tionships with someone else big time, it is a 

natural tendency to simply try to avoid the 

person or people who have made us feel bad!  

That response would make us withdraw from 

things we would otherwise likely love to be 

involved in!  Then something that would have 

been wonderful might not have been accom-

plished because the manpower we would have 

provided was missing! 

   It would be far better if we just talk to the one 

who is causing difficulty for us.  Open commu-

nication can work such wonders; but we will 

never know if we don’t try!  We were doing 

pretty well at this for quite some time after I 

came; but we are backsliding a little bit!  

Please help us head off this trend lest it be re-

established! 

   That realization brings me to the last topic 

along this line that I wish to consider! Please, 

oh please do not put your self on the shelf; be-

cause we need your contributions to the work 

of the church.  Even if you feel like someone 

else can do “it” better than you; you are in our 

midst for the purpose intended by GOD.  Even 

if we are not so good at realizing how we fit in; 

GOD knows and even expects us to do the part 

He made us for! 

   There are lots of opportunities for service 

coming up; so please be alert to the things 

GOD has prepared you to do, and to the things 

you are called to be doing.  Then the works of 

faith we do through American Lutheran will be 

what GOD put us here to do!  AMEN! 

 

Serving each other in Christ, 

 

Pastor Henry 

Faith Without Works 



 

 

Nancy’s Newsletter Info . . . . 

 

  

Dear All, 

 

Well, we are almost to the 4th of July and that means we are getting closer to VBS!!!  We have a great 

place to visit this summer and will have lots of eager children who want to come along and learn about 

God’s love and their friend and Savior, Jesus! 

 

We’re spending a week on Avalanche Ranch and will be speaking English and Spanish!  WHOA pardner! 

Did you say two languages are spoken at the Ranch?  That’s right! We’ll have bilingual leaders and help-

ers.  We’ll learn some key Spanish words and we’ll learn some of the songs in Spanish.  What fun! 

 

We’ll need lots of help to make everything happen!  We need Ranch Station Leaders and Ranch Crew 

Leaders.  This year we are asking high school and middle school youth to serve as the Crew Leaders and 

high school graduates and adults to serve as the Station Leaders. 

 

There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex for you to write your name, phone and email address on so 

Nancy or a Station Leader can get in contact with you.  Laynee will be training the Crew Leaders and 

will be letting you know when your training will be.  Station Leaders will train at 9:15 on Sunday, July 

12th and the 19th. 

 

We will also need folks to take sticky notes with craft items or food items on them so we can have our 

Cowpoke Craft supply room and the Chuck Wagon Chow area full and ready.  There will be tables in the 

Narthex for you to place your items. 

 

MOST OF ALL---we need your prayers for the staff positions to be filled and for the children to come.  

The Holy Spirit will be alive and well at the Ranch.  You might like to come and share the closing each 

night.  We’ll gather at 8:05 to sing and share about each day!  You might learn some Spanish and for 

sure you will be lifted up by the GOOD NEWS that is always shared at Avalanche Ranch! 

 

See you at the corral! 

        

Nancy, VBS Coordinator 

 

Spanish Coordinator – Ramon Marcano 

 

Ranch Station – Director- 

Sing & Play Stampede, Cowpoke Craft, Horseplay Games, Chuck Wagon Chow, Wild Bible Adventures, 

and Chadder’s Wild West Theater 

Crew Leaders – Laynee 

 

Prairie Dog Preschool – Director-Vanessa Welsh 

Bible Adventures, Craft and Play, Chadder’s Theater, Games 

Crew Leaders – Laynee 

 



 

 

Nancy’s Newsletter Info cont . . . . 

 

  

 

 

A Big Note of Thanks! Thank you to all who donated items for the garage sale 

and for those who helped mark, set-up and host the sale.  We will post the proceeds in next 

month’s newsletter.  Also we are again so grateful to Thrivent who matched our funds to benefit 

VBS 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Exciting News - - - This fall, we will again come together to study, have fellowship and learn about who 

God is be calling us to be at American Lutheran Church.  We will study the book Reclaiming the òEó 

Word.  The book will help us consider our role as evangelists in our world.  Don’t let that scare you!  

There are many ways to share the good news of Jesus as our Savior.  We will mix age groups for small 

group study.  Many found this to be very rewarding in our last study. 

 

Then - - - This winter, we will study how God has a purpose for us using the book several people have 

requested.  òThe Purpose Driven Lifeó gives perspective to our role in the scheme of things and that 

God has a purpose for each of us in our lives and in his ministry on our earth.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Stewardship Say So . . . 

 

Paint-A-Thon 2009 

 

Over the first two weekends of August American Lutheran will join other churches, businesses and 

service groups to paint homes for the annual Lincoln Paint-A-Thon. This is a good service project. By 

painting the homes of select homeowners who don’t have the resources to do it themselves, we’re mak-

ing a difference in people’s lives while also improving our city neighborhoods. 

 

We will be preparing a house on Saturday, August 1 and painting it on Saturday, August 8. As of 

this writing, we have 14 people signed up for the American Lutheran team. If you haven’t already 

signed up on the sheet in the Narthex, please consider doing so. You are welcome to sign up for both 

Saturdays or for just one of them if that fits your schedule better. 

 

Our Social Concerns committee has kindly offered to provide us with lunches at the work site on both 

Saturdays. (Thank you, thank you!) We will be bringing our own paint supplies such as brushes, trays 

and ladders, and the sponsors of the project will pay for all the paint and caulking. 

 

As always, thank you for sharing your time and abilities for worthy projects like this one. 

 

For the Stewardship Committee, 

Paul Welsh 

 

 

 

 

Social Concerns Committee . . .  

 

The Social Concerns Committee would like to thank everyone for their generosity in  

contributing to the Clinic with a Heart personal care items mission.  With your dona-
tions, we assembled 52 kit bags and had a generous supply of shampoo, conditioner, 

razors and other assorted items for them to also give out to Clinic With A Heart clients.  

A special thanks to the Sunday school children for their beautiful artwork and decora-

tions on the bags.  What a wonderful gift to give and to receive.  

 

 



 

 

Campus Connection News . . .  

 

     The Lutheran Center is holding worship for the summer on Sunday evenings 

at 6 pm. They will be having this summer worship May through August.  

     The 6th Annual Woodworking Auction will be held on Sunday, Sept. 27, 2009. 

If anyone at American Lutheran would like to make and donate a wood item 

for this event, now is the time to start!  Any questions, contact Barb Wollen at 

the Center (435 -3697) or Claire Sharpe (489 -6723). 

 

 

 

ALC Stats - June . . .  

 

Change of Address  

 Martin & LaVonne Johns - to 7020 Cass Ave. Denton, NE 68339  

Confirmation - May 31, 2009  

 Eric Neemann                                                                                                                                  

 Emily Foley                                                                                                                     

 Natalie Dermann                                                                                                               

 Laura Martin                                                                                                                                

 Morgan Malone  

Transfer - out  

 Jonathan Clay - to Trinity Lutheran -1122 Jackson St. - Sioux City, IA  

Baptism  

 6/14/2009 - Gracie May Pendergras                                                                                        

            Parents: Emmett & Sherri Pendergras  

 6/21/2009 - Egan Matthew Lodes                                                                                       

    Parents:  Serena & Matthew Lodes  

Wedding  

 6/13/2009 - Kip Gillispie and Jessica Rader  



 

 

                                                                       

July                             
ALC NEWS 

. 

Dear Friends, 

It is a pleasure to offer sincere thanks to all of 

our friends at American Lutheran Church for 

you gift to our mission in the amount of 

$45.00.  You are truly partners with us in 

ministry and we do appreciate that.  Your gift 

will help young people grow in Christ as they 

come to Carol Joy Holling for summer camp. 

We pray that our partnership together will be 

blessed to continue for many more years to 

come.  Certainly, you are blessings from God 

to us! 

               Jason Gerdes, Director/Development 

 

2009 Nebraska Synod Assembly Review 

The 2009 Nebraska Synod Assembly, held 

June 5-7 at Midland Lutheran College in Fre-

mont, will be remembered for being compel-

ling . . .compelling speakers, compelling dis-

cussion and compelling its member to share 

the love of Christ with others. 

The theme of this year’s Assembly was 

“Compelled by the Love of Christ,” taken from 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15: “For Christ’s love com-

pels us, because we are convinced that one 

died for all, and therefore all died.  And He 

died for all that those who live should no 

longer live for themselves, but for Him who 

died for them and was raised again.” 

Assembly participants were challenged to go 

back to their communities and share the love 

of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

Men In the Word Bible Study will not meet the first 

Saturday in July because of the 4th of July holiday,  

but will meet on July 18th, at Perkins Restaurant at 

48th & “O” Streets. .. All men are welcome!                                 

                                                                                       

Lincoln Cluster Food Pantry In July the Lincoln  

Metro Parish Food pantry needs Juice, Tomato prod-

ucts (sauce, paste, diced, stewed, etc.), canned meals 

(stew, spaghettios, ravioli, etc.), box meals, canned 

meats, and toothbrushes and shampoo. 

(The pantry wants to remind folks that they canõt ac-

cept open and used productsñtheyõve been getting a 

lot of them lately.) 

Cash donations are used for immediate needs.   To 

donate cash, place it in the collection plate, clearly 

marked “Food Pantry” 

                                                                                

WELCA:  Martha Circle will meet Wednesday, July 

8th at 9:30 am at the church to organize kits for     

Lutheran World Relief.  If you have supplies for kits, 

please have them to church by November.  Completed 

kits will be sent to headquarters in November.  

Thanks for all your past participation in helping Lu-

theran World Relief, especially the school kits. 

After working on the kit’s the women will have lunch 

at Grandmothers restaurant at 11:00 am.  All church 

women are invited to attend.  If you have questions, 

contact Jan Falck at 466-4967. 

Executive Committee and Church Council will 

meet Thursday evening, July 9th , at 6:15  and 7:00 

pm respectively.  

 

 

 

A Big Note of Thanks! Thank you to all who do-

nated items for the garage sale and for those who 

helped mark, set-up and host the sale.   We will post 

the proceeds in next month’s newsletter.  Also we are 

again so grateful to Thrivent who matched our funds 

to benefit VBS 2009. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Exciting News - - - This fall, we will again come together to study, have fellowship and learn about 

who God is be calling us to be at American Lutheran Church.  We will study the book Reclaiming the 

òEó Word.  The book will help us consider our role as evangelists in our world.  Don’t let that scare you!  

There are many ways to share the good news of Jesus as our Savior.  We will mix age groups for small 

group study.  Many found this to be very rewarding in our last study. 

 

Then - - - This winter, we will study how God has a purpose for us using the book several people have 

requested.  òThe Purpose Driven Lifeó gives perspective to our role in the scheme of things and that 

God has a purpose for each of us in our lives and in his ministry on our earth.   

Attendance and Stewardship      

    Worship   General      Offering                Offering                                                             

  8:15 am 10:30 am Offering   Phase III        Other 

May 24 52 72 $2,681.00  $  136.50                              

May 31 57 138 $1,918.75 $    80.00 $    76.00                

June 7 42 88 $4,765.25 $  450.00 $  192.50                

June 14 52 103 $4,280.00 $  530.00 $   85.00                          

 Financial Statement:   

   Financial Results through 5/312009 

     May  YTD    

Budget Income                                                                                                                              

 Pro-rata needs   $ 19,290.00 $84,879.00 

 Offerings   $ 16,026.00 $77,223.00 

 Difference               ($  3,264.00)     ($ 7,656.00)              

Budget Expenses $ 15,483.00       $80,437.00             

 Phase III: 

 Debt Obligation $  2,976.00 $14,880.00 

                                                                                                                           

 Budgeted (mortgage ) $  1,704.00 $  7,392.00 

 Phase III Offerings $  1,130.00 $  7,346.00

 Total Paid $  2,834.00 $14,736.00 

   

Cause of the Month:     $45.00 

 

 



 

 

Cause of the Month:  July 

 

ANGEL FOOD NETWORK 

Angel food Ministries is a non-profit, non-denominational organization dedicated to providing grocery relief 
and financial support to communities throughout the United States.  The program began in 1994 with 34 
families in Monroe, Georgia (between Atlanta and Athens), and has grown to serve hundreds of thousands of 
families every month across 35 states.  Angel food Ministries crosses denominational lines and has spread 
the good new of the gospel of Christ through salvation tracts that are placed in each food order. 

BLESSING BY THE BOX 

Angel food is available in a quantity that can fit into a medium-ǎƛȊŜŘ ōƻȄ ŀǘ Ϸол ǇŜǊ ǳƴƛǘΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƳŜƴǳ 
is different than the previous month and consists of both fresh and frozen items with an average retail value 
of approximately $60.  Comparison shopping has been done across the country in various communities using 
a wide range of retail stores and has resulted in the same food items costing from between $42 and $78. 

Generally, one unit of food assists in feeding a family of four for about one week or a single senior citizen for 
almost a month.  The food is all the same high quality one could purchase at a grocery store.  There are no 
secondhand items, no damaged or out-dated goods, no dented cans without labels, no day-old breads and 
no produce that is almost too ripe. 

Also offered are specialty boxes such as steaks, chicken and pork.  Many participants in this bonus program 
appreciate the expanded choices.  Additionally, there is no limit to the number of units or bonus foods an in-
dividual can receive, and there are no applications to complete or qualifications to which participants must 
adhere.  Angel Food Ministries also participates in the U.S. Food Stamp program, using the Off-Line Food 
Stamp Voucher system. 

L¢Ω{ .h¢I ! .!wD!Lb !b5 ! .[9{{LbDΗ 

Orders and distribution are handled by church host sites.  Orders are collected by the host sites during the 
first part of each month.  These orders are then turned in to the Angel Food main office in Monroe, Georgia, 
on a predetermined date.  Several days later, in the same month, the host site either pick up the food from 
!ƴƎŜƭ CƻƻŘΩǎ мслΣллл ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ŦŜŜǘ ǿŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƻƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ 5ŀȅ ƻǊΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ 
growing nationwide, food is delivered to the host site by a pre-arranged delivery mode.  In most cases, as 
long as there is a truck headed in the direction of a community who wants this program and sees its ministry 
influence, there are no extra transportation cost. 

Sample Menu: 

4lb IQF Leg Quarters          16 oz. Green Beans                                                                                                                                                  
4 OZ. Beef Back Ribs                   16 oz. Baby Carrots                                                                                                                                                 
1lb. 80/20 Lean Ground Beef      2 lbs. onions                                                                                                                                           
2 lbs. breaded chicken tenders          1lb. Pinto Beans                                                                                                                                  
1.5 lb. Bone in Pork Chops (4x6oz.)       1lb. rice                                                                                                                                    
1 lb. ground turkey               7 oz. Blueberry Muffin Mix                                                                                                                                               
18oz. Stuffed Manicotti (Cheese)                 10 ct. Homestyle Waffles                                                                                                                     
12 oz. Smoked Sausage                Dessert Items                                                                                                                                 
7 oz. Cheeseburger Dinner                                                                                                                                          
Betty Crocker Seasoned Potatoes 
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07/24 Roxy Goings 

07/25 Robert Schiller 

07/25 Ethan Engstrom 

07/26 DeLores Bechtolt 

07/26 Marla Bartlett 

07/26 Melanie Wiggins 

07/28 Roger Janssen 

07/28 Jacob Spilker 

07/30 Pamela Robbins 

07/31 Marion Walker 

07/31 Jane Fritz 

07/31 Bailey Bernadt 

07/31 Caleb Marcano 

 

 

I am the vine, you are the 

branches. 

He who abides in me, and I in 

him, bears much fruit.   

John 15:5 

07/01Jaynee Fritz 

07/01 Liz Cooper 

07/03 LeRoy Walbridge 

07/03 Barb Moerer 

07/03 Jerri Neemann 

07/03 Oliver Keller 

07/04 Robert Wallman 

07/04 Samuel Sharpe 

07/06 Allen Sackett 

07/06 Krysta Sackett 

07/07 Gary Carter 

07/08 Kathy Gaither 

07/10 Gert Remmers 

 

07/11 Marty Johns 

07/12 Brelee Williams 

07/13 Chad Hawkins 

07/14 Randy Evans 

07/15 Gailanne Martin 

07/16 Debra Davidson 

07/17 Donald Spilker 

07/17 Harley Shortridge 

07/17 Carol Mitchell 

07/17 Rochelle Bray 

07/19 Matt Krumm 

07/20 Kurt Walbridge 

07/21 Raulo Damian 

07/22 Sara Wheeler 

AMERICAN LUTHERAN CH URCH  

4200 Vine Street                                                                                            

Lincoln, NE 68503                                                                                   

Phone: 402 466-6488                                                                                                          

Email: amlutheran@windstream.net                                                                                           

Web Page www.americanlutheranlincoln.org 

Henry Thorberg, Pastor 

Sunday Worship 8:15 am                                                             

Praise Worship 10:30 am                                                                   

Christian Education 9:15 am 

Address Service Requested 

July  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Guild -  Terri Wheeler 

 

 

Setup -  Janis Schleiger  

Cleanup/Setup  Rick/Rosann Keller  

Cleanup - Kathryn Gustafson  

Ushers - 8:15 am - Bill Bechtolt, Dorothy Klein, Sue Voss, Gary Voss 

            10:30 am - Jason Gustafson, Jason Graff, Sarah Graff, Colin Wiggins, Jim Seelmeyer  

   

   

 8:15 am Service  10:30 am Service  

Sunday - July 5    

Acolyte Eric Neemann Laura Martin 

Greeter Dagmar Ahlquist Clarence Cooper 

 Olie Ahlquist Liz Cooper 

Lector George Stevens Joel Bacon 

Communion Aids (servers) Carol Meedel Eric Neemann 

 Gert Remmers Morgan Malone 

Host Janis Schleiger Bill Ray 

Counters Kathryn Welsh Bernice Westerholt 

   

   

Sunday - July 12    

Acolyte Emily Foley Cameron Kinnison 

Greeter Gary Albers Mavis Seelmeyer 

 Vera Albers  

Lector Sue Voss Arlene Buresh 

Host Dorothy Klein Ramona Welsh 

Counters Janis Schleiger Pam Brush 

 Dani Burroughs Connie McDowell 

   

Sunday - July 19    

Acolyte Georgia Fritz Natalie Dermann 

Greeter Harry Groathouse Ramona Welsh 

 Elaine Groathouse Trent Welsh 

Lector Beth Voss Bill Ray 

Communion Aids (servers Rick Keller Bruce Spilker 

 Rosann Keller Wendy Hirsch 

Host Olie Ahlquist Laddie Buresh 

 Dagmar Ahlquist Arlene Buresh 

Counters Brenda Spilker Jason Gustafson 

  Kathryn Gustafson 

   

   

Sunday - July 26    

Acolyte Morgan Malone Eric Neemann 

Greeter LeRoy Walbridge Heidi Allen 

 Winona Walbridge Heather Vanis 

Lector Ed Gaither Sara Wheeler 

Host Carol Meedel Claire Sharpe 

Counters Linda Bartlett Marcene Renner 

  Jackie Sapp 

   

   

   

   


