ALC Staff

Henry Thorberg - Pastor

Nancy Clay-Director of Worship/
Christian Education

Clarice Riege — Secretary

ALC Council
Executive Committee

President - Char Rohl
Vice-President - Colin Wiggins
Secretary - Beth Voss

Treasurer - Jerilyn Evans

Committee Chairs

Finance-Bernice Westerholt
Outreach-Linda Bartlett
Parish Education-Megan Voss
Property-Wilbur Bechtolt
Social Concerns-Carol Meedel
Stewardship-Paul Welsh
Worship-Kathy Collier
Youth— Bruce Spilker

Grapevine

January

%5

American Lutheran Church %;%f

January 4

L72

January 11

S N,
jEﬂ ol

January 18

¥

January 25

EPIPHANY

January Worship Schedule

Second Sunday of Christmas/Communion
8:15 am Traditional Worship

9:15 am Sunday School- All

10:30 am Praise Worship

Baptism of Our Lord

8:15 am Traditional Worship
9:15 am Sunday school—All
10:30 am Praise Worship

Second Sunday after Epiphany
8:15 am Traditional Worship

9:15 am Sunday School —All

10:30 am Praise Worship

Third Sunday after Epiphany

8:15 am Traditional Worship
9:15 am Sunday School - All
10:30 am Praise Worship



An Epiphany Prayer

Father, we thank you for revealing yourself to us in Jesus the Christ, we who once were
not your people but whom you chose to adopt as your people. As ancient Israel confessed
long ago, we realize that it was not because of our own righteousness, or our own supe-
rior wisdom, or strength, or power, or numbers. It was simply because you loved us, and
chose to show us that love in Jesus.

As you have accepted us when we did not deserve your love, will you help us to accept
those whom we find it hard to love? Forgive us, O Lord, for any attitude that we harbor
that on any level sees ourselves as better as or more righteous than others. Will you
help us to remove the barriers of prejudice and to tear down the walls of bigotry, reli-
gious or social? O Lord, help us realize that the walls that we erect for others only form
our own prisons!

Will you fill us so full of your love that there is no more room for intolerance? As you
have forgiven us much, will you enable us with your strength to forgive others even
more? Will you enable us through your abiding Presence among us, communally and in-
dividually, to live our lives in a manner worthy of the Name we bear?

May we, through your guidance and our faithful obedience, find new avenues in ways
that we have not imagined of holding the Light of your love so that it may be a Light of
revelation for all people.

We thank you for your love, praise you for your Gift, ask for your continued Presence
with us, and bring these petitions in the name of your Son, who has truly revealed your
heart. Amen




Nancy’s Newsletter Info . . . .

What a blessing the month of December has been! Advent started with the Hanging of the Greens in worship and
then in dressing our church for the coming of our Savior.

Thanks to all who helped make American Lutheran so festive and ready for the celebration!

The Sunday School Christmas Program carried the story of the birth of Jesus in carols. Many of us remember sing-
ing the beautiful carols of Christmas in school and hearing them on the radio and television. Today our children are not
hearing them so much. They tell the story of the birth of our Lord in a way all can understand.

Thanks to Michelle Wiggins, director and writer, for sharing another wonderful message. We thank our Sunday
School teachers and leaders. Sunday School children and youth helped us think about telling the story to others. Thanks
to those who helped with the soup supper, especially Megan, Beth and Sue Voss and Gert Remmers. Also helping were:
Dale and Nancy Clay, Marcia and Bruce Worth, Mavis Seelmeyer, Austin and Mike Wheeler, Claire Sharpe, Steve, Diane
and Jess Brestel, and all of the families who brought food for the supper.

Between the cookie sale ($139.74) and the soup supper ($200.00) we have $339.74 towards Vacation Bible School in
the summer of 2009. We will also be blessed by Thrivent matching funds for some of the total.

Thanks to Beth, Megan and Sue Voss as well as Bernice Westerholt for helping with the cookie fundraiser. Also,
we can’t forget all of the Sunday School children who so creatively decorated our cookies.

Cantata Sunday was glorious with the sounds or bells and voices all praising God. The Sanctuary Choir, Gospel Rings
and Joyful Noise members give so willingly of their time and talents. Praise the Lord!

Thanks to Sanctuary Choir: Kelli Bacon, Arlene Buresh, Doug Dexter, Wendy Hirsch, Rick Keller, Rosann
Keller, Kim Malone, Brenda Spilker, Bruce Spilker, Don Spilker, Jana Spilker, Linda Spilker, Keith Spilker, Vanessa
Welsh and Marcia Worth.

Gospel Rings: Kelli Bacon, Arlene Buresh, Nancy Clay, Rosann Keller, Jim Seelmeyer, Mavis Seelmeyer,
Bruce Spilker, Jacob Spilker and Marcia Worth.

Joyful Noise: Rhiannon Aden, Courtney Brush, Trevor Brush, Ellen Dexter, Lydia Dexter, Kayla Franzen,
Nancy Clay, Director and Marcia Worth, Assistant Director.

Celebrating together with Advent at the Spilker’s was a lovely way to keep Christ in our Christmas as it set apart the
birth from all of the final preparations and busyness. It is always fun to share the carols and the message followed by
goodies brought by all.

Thanks to the Spilker Family for inviting us to worship together at their tree farm.

Finally, Christmas Eve Worship Services are a time to focus on the beginning of our Savior’s birth on earth. We cele-
brated with a family service where children brought pieces of the nativity up and placed them in the manger. Closing in
a circle around the créche, we were able to experience the mystical feeling of the coming of our Savior in a lowly cattle
stall. Candles, carols and lessons brightened the night at the late service. It is always wonderful to sing Silent Night
and pass the light between candles until the whole sanctuary glows.

Thanks to all who helped with these services, especially: Linda Spilker, Jon Clay, Mavis Seelmeyer, George
Stevens, and the brass quintet-Nancy Clay, Bruce Worth, Jordan Spilker, Aaron Evans and Matt Manning.



After reflecting upon the wonder of Advent and Christmas, let me say, I am looking forward to January with great hope!
It has been difficult to do our work without Pastor Henry. I also am compelled to say thanks to all who stepped up to fill
responsibilities and make things work.

Thanks for continuing to worship here faithfully, even when things were not “as usual.” I learned a lot during Pastor’s
absence. I would like to have us consider how we functioned as a family.

-Immediate family...The Congregational Council and Executive Council kept things running smoothly. Commit-
tee Chairpersons and their committee members stepped up and kept their functions working as they were designed to do.
Members continued to faithfully attend and give for our ministry here as a church.

-Extended family...Clarice put in many hours helping to make sure we stayed on track and were prepared for
services. (She was there for me when I had many questions.) Various churches, the Synod, and Pastors kept us in their
prayers and offered assistance if we needed them. (Several pastors personally encouraged me.) Thrivent made available
matching funds from the pie auction to help cover additional expenses.

-Scattered family members...Our church was on numerous prayer chains, and was prayed for during worship
services, Pastor Henry in particular. Christian brothers and sisters were praying for us and for Pastor, far and wide.

With all of that said, the greatest contribution came from our Father in Heaven, who guided the surgeons and medical
staff who cared for Pastor Henry and who never failed to supply our needs. When we felt worried, He supplied answers
and solutions. Our Savior, Jesus Christ, walked along beside us and kept close to Pastor Henry and Cheryl. And finally,
the Holy Spirit empowered us to continue to be the “church.”

After a month of so much prayer and personal commitment, how could anyone of us not have great hope? Hope for us to
continue our personal involvement, even when Pastor returns, so that we may grow in faith and in numbers and spread
the Gospel to those who need to hear it so much and grow closer as a congregational family.

In Christ,

Nancy

Please note these upcoming events!!!

Sunday School resumes - January 11th

Musicians begin practices again - Praise Team #2 practices January 6th at 7:00 PM. January 13th Joyful Noise - 5:00
PM, Gospel Rings - 6:15 PM, Praise Team #3 at 7:00 PM and Saturday, January 17t at 10:00 AM, January 20th Joyful
Noise - 5:00 PM, Gospel Rings - 6:15 PM, Sanctuary Choir - 7:00 PM and Praise Team #1 at 7:45 PM.

Reclaiming the “L” Word Study Groups begin in February. - Watch and listen for information about the fun, faith
and fellowship we will share! (Remember childcare will be provided.)



“Stewardship Say So ...”

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

As you might remember, at the end of November, we had the first part of our annual Stewardship
Drive, focusing on time and talents. The response was fantastic, and we appreciate the willingness of every-
one to pitch in and share in the work of Christ.

On Sunday, January 11, we’ll have the second half of the Stewardship Drive. This time our focus will
be on sharing our financial gifts. That, as you've probably noticed, is something we on the Stewardship Com-
mittee tend to talk about quite a bit. In fact, when | sat down to write this, | thought to myself, “I've written a lot
of articles about financial giving; I'm not sure what else | have to say.”

So for inspiration | started thumbing through the Bible—always a good place to look when you’re writ-
ing a letter for the Church newsletter. | ended up focusing on a line we heard just a few weeks ago: “Each
man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves
a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7. What a powerful and reassuring line. We should never feel compelled or
guilt-tripped into giving. Instead, when deciding what to give, we should contemplate what God has given us
and what is feasible for us to share. Then, once we’ve come to a conclusion, we can give gladly, knowing that
by giving we are helping to do God’s work.

And what a wonderful job ALC does in responding to that message. I'm writing this on December 12,
almost three months into some of the scariest economic times most of us can remember. But giving contin-
ues to be outstanding. We’re on pace to finish just short of our original goals for 2008, and we on the Stew-
ardship Committee are very thankful for all of the cheerful givers that make up ALC.

Keep up the great work, and THANK YOU!

Joel Bacon

For the Stewardship Committee.
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Men's Bible Study Men’s Bible Study will the
‘ﬁrst and third Saturdays of each month. In
January we will meet on January 3rd and
January 17th. All men are welcome!

Executive Committee and Church Council will
meet Thursday evening, January 8th, at 6:15 and
7:00 pm respectively.

“ Lincoln Cluster Food Pantry In January
. ' the Lincoln Metro Parish Cluster Food pan-

#; try needs Hamburger Helper, canned juice,
" stew or soup, and canned fruit.

Cash donations are used for immediate needs. To
donate cash, place it in the collection plate, clearly
marked “Food Pantry”.

The pantry is also looking for volunteers, particularly
on Fridays and weekends. Call the pantry at 488-
2132 for more information.

Thank You for your recent gift of $260.97 to the
ELCA World Hunger and Disaster appeal. Your gifts
make it possible for our church to offer a faithful re-
sponse to hunger and disaster in our world.

With your gift you walk with neighbors on this jour-
ney to survive the devastation of disaster and to build
back stronger. Thank you for your generous gift and
partnership with ELCA Disaster Response. As we
work together to respond to the needs of our
neighbors, we answer Jesus’ call to “go and do like-
wise.” (Luke 10:37)
In Christ’s service,
Nancy D. Arnison
Director, ELCA World Hunger Program

Thank You to the congregation for giving me gas gift
cards. | really appreciate the support. Also, thanks to
the person who returned the cards.

Nancy Clay

Youth Happenings

The youth of ALC have been blessed with the sup-
port we have received from our church family. One
of the areas that our blessings are overflowing is in
the amount of furniture that has been donated to
the youth room. While we greatly appreciate the
donations the youth room has become overcrowded.
To that end we have decided to donate some of the
furniture to others and ask that in the future if any-
one has items to donate that they contact a commit-
tee member before dropping anything off. This will
allow the youth to decide if they have the space for
the item ahead of time. Once again, I would like to
thank-you for your continued support of the youth of

ALC. For the Youth committee,
Bruce Spilker

Dear Friends at American Lutheran,

Thank you to Nancy for her extraordinary guidance
during this time we are never prepared for. Nancy will
always have a special place in the hearts of the family
of Mom (Naomi Sherven). Mom’s celebration of life was
wonderful and I know Mom would have been pleased,
even though she never wanted to be the center of atten-
tion. We are also grateful to Clarice for the help she
gave to Nancy and to the family.

To the Praise Team members that gave of your time
and talents, we were overwhelmed by your gift of mu-
sic. Thank you all.

The meal and service was wonderful. Thank you to all
the ladies and gentlemen that called, set up, served and
cleaned up. This was Mom’s gang and I know she was
missed. A special thank you to Jana Spilker for com-
ing up with a meal so quick and tasty.

Again, I don’t think “Thank You” can express how Lad-
die and I feel about our family at ALC. The thoughts
and prayers were greatly appreciated.

In Christ’s Name,

Laddie and Arlene Buresh and Family



Attendance and Stewardship

Worship General Offering Offering

8:15am 10:30 am Offering Phase III Other
November 23 $3,109.40 $ 40.00 $ 105.00
November 30 59 79 $1,884.63 $ 60.00 $ 288.50
December 7 $5,662.75 $2,540.00 $ 268.30
December 14 53 93 $3,132.87 $ 230.00 $ 256.40

Financial Statement:

Financial Results through 11/30/2008

November Y-T-D
Budget Income
Pro-rata needs $ 18,225.00 $184,900.00
Offerings $18,461.00 $181,529.00
Difference $ 236.00 ($ 3,371.00)
ﬁﬂ*ﬁg Budget Expenses $14,198.00 $185.239.00
Phase lIl:
Debt Obligation $2,976.00 $32,736.00
Budgeted (mortgage $) $ 0.00 $16,346.00
Phase Il Offerings $1,750.00 $15,164.00
From Bldg Fund $1,226.00 $ 1,226.00
Total Paid $2,976.00 $32,736.00
Cause of the Month: $100.00
Monthly Statistics - December 2008
Address changes:
Gailanne Martin to: 1108 Charleston Street Lincoln, NE 68508-1141
Ben Pederson to: 8860 Sicily LN. Lincoln, NE 68526-9732

Transfer Out:
Aaron & Alana Waltz, Colton & Hayley to: Janesville, WS.

Death
Naomi Sherven Died - December 2, 2008 Funeral - December 6, 2008 ALC



JANUARY 2009 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

January Altar Guild: Carol Meedel
Set Up: Rick & Rosann Keller
Clean Up/set up: Janis Schleiger
Clean Up: Joyce Kangero

January Usher Teams:
8:30 Gert Remmers, Rick & Rosann Keller, Carol Meedel
10:30 Steve Brestel, Marilyn Pester, Joel Spomer, Joel Bacon

January 4
Acolyte
Greeter

Lector
Communion

Host
Counters

January 11
Acolyte
Greeter

Lector
Host
Counters

January 18
Acolyte
Greeter

Lector
Communion

Host
Counters

January 25

Acolyte
Greeter

Lector
Host
Counters

8:30 Worship

Emily Foley

Don Spilker
Gladys Shafer
George Stevens
Don Spilker

Linda Spilker
Linda Bartlett
Bernice Westerholt

Georgia Fritz
Delores Bechtolt
Connie McDowell
Gladys Shafer
Carol Meedel
Pam Brush
Connie McDowell

Morgan Malone
LeRoy Walbridge
Winona Walbridge
Michael Welsh
Ernie Remmers
Gert Remmers
Rosann Keller
Brenda Spilker

Laura Martin
Dorothy Klein

Jan Schleiger
Winona Walbridge
Don Spilker

Linda Bartlett

10:30 Worship

Cameron Kinnison
Bev Mertes

Bruce Spilker
Bruce Worth
Liz Cooper
Wendy Hirsch
Joel Bacon
Kelli Bacon

Natalie Dermann
Keith Spilker
Jana Spilker
Brenda Spilker
Ryan Rohl
Bruce Spilker
Lisa Spilker

Eric Neemann
Steve Brestel
Diane Brestel
Randy Evans
Ryan Rohl

Char Rohl
Clarence Cooper
Jason Gustafson
Kathryn Gustafson

Emily Foley

Jimmy Seelmeyer
Mavis Seelmeyer
Bill Ray

Brenda Spilker
Bernice Westerholt



AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH

4200 Vine Street

Lincoln, NE 68503

Phone: 402 466488

Email: amlutheran@windstream.net

Web Page www.americanlutheranlincoln.org

Henry Thorberg, Pastor

Sunday Worship 8:15 am
Praise Worship 10:30 am

Christian Education 9:15 am

I am the vine, you are the
branches.

He who abides in me, and I in
him, bears much fruit.

John 15:5

01/02 Courtney Davidson
01/02 Adam Kuszak
01/02 Kayla Simpson
01/03 Angie Franzen
01/04 Gary Neemann
01/04 Nelda Schauer
01/04 Sam Walbridge
01/06 Anthony Lang
01/06 Austin Wheeler
01/07 Morris Hadenfeldt
01/07 Darin Janssen
01/07 Nicole Shield
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Permit No. 201

January

01/08 Matthew Wall
01/09 Wilma Damian
01/09 Shaun Donahoo
01/09 Cory Lang

01/09 Linda Spilker
01/10 Don Hanssen
01/10 Jeanne Stelmach
01/13 Brent Davis
01/13 Ernest Remmers
01/14 Knud Larsen
01/16 Patrick Linke
01/19 Alan Huesers

01/19 Hazel Scott

01/21 Gayla Parker
01/22 Dan Clark

01/24 Mark Linke

01/24 Elizabeth Schuler
01/25 Christine Shield
01/31 Jake Von Busch Jr.
01/26 Nancy Kahler
01/27 Barbara Fricke
01/29 Jan Falck

01/30 Aletia Nissen
01/31 Cindy Krumm



