
 

 

 

 

ALC Staff 

 Henry Thorberg - Pastor 

 Clarice Riege    Secretary 

 

 

 

ALC Council 

Executive Committee 

 President - Doug Dexter 

 Vice-President - Michael Welsh 

 Secretary - Joel Bacon 

 Treasurer - Jason Gustafson 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

 Finance-Char Rohl 

 Outreach-Ryan Rohl 

 Parish Education– Wendy Hirsch 

 Property-Mike Wheeler 

 Social Concerns-Liz Cooper 

 Stewardship-Paul Welsh 

 Worship-Mavis Seelmeyer 

 Youth– Bruce Spilker 

  

 

February Worship Schedule 

February 7  Fifth Sunday after Epiphany                                                        

  Installation of Council                                    

  Sanctuary Choir Sings                                                                

  Holy Communion                                                     

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                

   9:15 am Sunday School- all     

  10:30 am Praise Worship (1)   

                                                                                                                                        

February 14   Transfiguration of Our Lord                                                 

  Valentine’s Day       

  Gospel Rings                                                                                 

  8:15 am Worship                                                                        

  9:15am Sunday School - all                                      

  10:30am Praise Worship (2)                                                                        

                                                                                                            

February 17   Ash Wednesday                                           

  Holy Communion                                                                       

  5:30 pm Lenten Supper/Outreach     

  7:00 pm Lenten Worship/No Substitute                                            

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                  

February 21   First Sunday in Lent                                                                   

  Holy Communion                                                                       

  Sunday School Sings                                               

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                                                                                

       9:15 am Sunday School—all                                                               

  10:30 am Praise Worship (3)                                                                        

                                                                                  

February 24     Lenten Service                                                                                      

  5:30 pm Lenten Supper/Youth/Parish Ed                                         

  7:00 pm Lenten Worship/No Separation                                     

                                                 

                                                                                                              

February 28    Second Sunday in Lent                                                                     

  Joyful Noise                                                                                  

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                                     

  9:15 am Sunday school                                                                                   

  10:30 am Praise Worship (1) 
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  We are already about to start a second 
month of 2010, and though that seems to 

be unlikely, it is the fact.  I am sure that 
Clarice will join me in recognition that 

there has already been a huge out put of 
office work in this short amount of time.  

Yet, we are not going to get much of a 
breather; since this month will bring us 

the season of Lent.  Her work load, and 
mine have been increased since Nancy 

has moved on; but so has that of many 
wonderful volunteers who have been pick-

ing up the mission work of the church on a 
local level!  I wanted to take the opportu-

nity to say thanks and thanks again to 

everyone who has stepped up to the plate 
to make this situation work!  THANK YOU, 

THANK YOU! 

  

   As you read this, we will have begun to work 

with a newly elected church council as well.  

Again, I want to note with thanks the many who 

have served in our mission as well as to wel-

come the new people who shoulder new re-

sponsibilities in the life of this congregation!  I 

look forward to a new year of carrying out the 

mission GOD gives us in our time and place!  It 

is my prayer as we start this that more and 

more people join in the work of GOD and that 

those who have been sitting on the sideline get 

involved as well. 

     Now, I want to move beyond preparations 

which we have done somewhat to actions.  The 

year gone by saw several things head off a bit.  

I felt bad when I finally had to admit that it no 

longer made sense to continue the breakfast 

meetings with the men in the congregation; 

since I was meeting by myself the last month 

or two.  I did enjoy the breakfasts; but I didn’t 

have any one else to talk to.  Though that ap-

proach to active men in the church fulfilled its 

cycle, I hope we can find a better way to have 

the men of the faith actively filling the male 

roles in the church.  By the way, I would like to 

encourage more women to Circle up during 

this year, too. 

   We will be kicking off a new series of Cross-

way soon, and that pleases me even though 

class size will be considerably smaller.   

     God willing we will have an organist soon, 

though we may not be able to staff a Christian 

Ed position except as volunteer.  Of course, 

that will not be so bad; since we have had so 

many wonderful volunteers over the years!  

Actually, it has seemed to me since VBS last 

summer, our generous volunteerism seemed 

to be in ebb tide!  There is a natural cycle of 

high and low involvement; but I do not wish us 

to stay at ebb tide very long.  That’s because 

ebb tides seem to be self-sustaining, if we do 

not seek to stem them before they become en-

trenched! 

   Also as you read this article; please be aware 

that we had a large number of ushers who 

needed a break after serving so long! Thanks 

for all your work in this area.  ATTENTION: If 

you have served yet, I encourage you to pick 

up the slack.   

   I know this article sounds more like an an-

nual report than a newsletter article, and I will 

resume that style next month; but there were 

too many things to put in the annual report; so I 

took the chance to touch on them here 

  One of the things you can anticipate for the 

coming year are some opportunities to do 

happy events together. 

Growing together in and through Christ, 

 

Pastor Henry 

 

In Action In Preparation 



 

 

 

Social Concerns Committee . . . 

 

 

February Cause of the Month                  FRIENDSHIP HOME  

 

Friendship Home exists to support, shelter, and advocate for women who are victims of         

domestic violence and their children. 

 

Friendship Home seeks to:                                                                                                                                

• Provide a continuum of safe, confidential shelter options, from emergency shelter through 

transitional shelter. 

                                                                                               

• Provide a rich array of crisis intervention services, case management, and emotional support 

to women and children in shelter, as well as those who are waiting for shelter, helping them to 

rebuild their lives, free from fear. 

                                                                                                                                                                       

• Address the many complexities and barriers associated with domestic violence on an individ-

ual level, as well as a community systems level, responding to the unique needs of the women 

and children we serve and improving our community's response to violence against women. 

                                                                                                                                                                      

• Continue to reach out to survivors through individual advocacy, emergency case management, 

and support groups after they leave shelter, offering an environment where a woman feels wel-

come and is encouraged to share her story and her wisdom with others.  

 

 

 

 

Parish Education Committee . . . 

                                                                                                                                                           
The Parish Education Committee is "Fired Up!" 

February is the month that we focus on relationships.                                                                                                      

 Showing love to a spouse is often easy early in the relationship.  Sometimes we lose that loving 
feeling as time wears on and life's stresses take their toll.                                                                                             

The Parish Education Committee is planning a viewing of the movie "Fireproof" in mid February.  
This Christian film tackles the topic of a dying marriage.                                                                                

The details of this movie event are still being worked out as this newsletter is being put together, so 
please watch for information in Sunday bulletins as to the date and place.                                                  

Hope to see you there! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

HAITI DISASTER RELIEF - BE A PART OF IT 

  

 It is interesting to know, that the Lutheran Church thru ELCA Disaster Relief and Lutheran World Relief 
became active on the ground in Haiti as soon as relief could get in.  As Lutherans, we should be proud of 
that. That is not something that we could not do on our own, either individually or as American Lutheran 
church.   However, we can (and actually MUST) be involved to assist in helping to alleviate the major suf-
fering occurring in Haiti from the extreme destruction of the earthquake. 

  

To become a part of this assistance for Haiti, and know that the money will get there, and be used appro-
priately, one can write a check and make it out to American Lutheran and clearly mark it for Haiti Re-
lief.  If using money rather than a check, put that in an envelope and clearly mark it for Haiti Relief   

  

 Our donations will then be given to either ELCA Disaster Fund or Lutheran World Relief. Thrivent for Lu-
therans will donate $1.00 for every $2.00 given, so this will increase the total amount that will be given.    

  

As Christians, we cannot turn a deaf ear or blind eye to this situation.  

 

From:  Social Concerns Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                      February                                                  
                            

ALC NEWS 

Thank You! 

Dear Students: 

December 13, 2009 we received hand made 

Christmas cards so generously donated by you.  

Tabitha does thank you and we appreciate that you 

care enough to remember us in this way. 

 Sincerely,                                                 

 Jeremy Hohlen, Executive Director  

 Tabitha Nursing & Rehabilitation Center 

 

Dear American Lutheran Church 

With gratitude I share this word of thanks to you 

for your recent gift of $133.00 and for your sup-

port of the ministries of the ELCA.   

I pray that you will find great joy in knowing what 

your gift makes possible in the lives of others to-

day, and in the future. 

 Sincerely yours, 

 President of the ELCA Foundation and 

 Executive for Development Services. 

 

Lutheran Marriage Encounter 

Upcoming weekends 

Lincoln - Feb. 12-14, 2010  

  Dale & Terri Mautz                                                                              

  3440 Wildbriar Lane                                                            

  Lincoln, NE  68516                                      

    (402-540-8508)                    

   

Sioux Falls, SDðMarch 5-7, 2010 

Vern & Karen Harrington                                            

26705 170th St.                                                                            

LeMars, IA  51031                                                       

(712-533-6221) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lincoln Cluster Food Pantry  

In February, the Lutheran Metro Parish Food Pantry 

needs Hamburger helpers, Mac & Cheese, Beans - 

Red, Kidney, Chili, etc., Pasta, and Shampoo & other 

personal care items. 

(The pantry wants to remind folks that they canõt ac-

cept open and used products.) 

Cash donations are used for immediate needs.   To do-

nate cash, place it in the collection plate, clearly 

marked ―Food Pantry‖ 

                              

                                                  

Executive Committee and Church Council will 

meet Thursday evening, February 11th, at 6:15  and 

7:00 pm respectively.  

 

 

 

Consider a Trip to Tanzania 

You are invited to visit our companion synod in Tanza-
nia!  As we continue to deepen our relationship with the 
Northern Dioceses of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania, two Nebraska Synod ς sponsored  trips to Tan-
zania are planned for 2011:      

February 7 - 22, 2011                                                                      
July 12-27, 2011                                                                              

February 6-21, 2012 

Estimated costs range from $3,700 (February Trip) to 
$4,450 (July Trip) which covers all airfare, transportation, 
meals, safari fees, and visas.  The trip includes visits to 
ministry sites of the Northern Dioceses as well as a safari 
to the Serengeti and Ngorongoro Crater. 

Interested?  Please contact Pr. Martin Russell or Stepha-
nie Lusienski in the Nebraska Synod office 
(402.896.5311).  Space is limited. 



 

 

Financial Statement 
 

Attendance and Stewardship      

    Worship   General      Offering                Offering                                                             

  8:15 am 10:30 am Offering   Phase III        Other 

December 20 77 105 $2416.50 $90.00 $257.00                 

Christmas 89 61 $2526.75 $230.00 $325.00         

December 27 13 22 $693.00  $121.00           

January 3  37 $5370.26 $445.00 $97.40  

January 10 51 91 $3626.25 $286.00 $756.50              

January 17 46 95 $3383.40 $150.00 $226.35       

January 24 75 92 $3146.00 $120.00 $535.50 

   Financial Results through 12/31/2009  

     December   YTD   

Budget Income                                                                                                                              

 Pro-rata needs    $ 15,433.00  $196,401.00  

 Offerings   $ 15,532.00  $185,744.00  

 Difference                         $99.00  ($10,657.00)              

Budget Expenses $ 16,434.00       $189,155.00             

 Phase III: 

 Debt Obligation  $  2,976.00        $ 35,712.00  

                                                                                                                           

 Budgeted (mortgage )  ($  1,714.00)      $16,571.00  

 Phase III Offerings  $  4,690.00       $18,999.00

 Total Paid $  2,976.00        $35,570.00  

   

Cause of the Month:      $133.00 
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2/24 Kay Hansen-Bakesz 

2/24 Isaac Graff 

2/25 Trevor Hanson 

2/25 Kevin McGill 

2/25 Makayla Gustafson 

2/26 Clarice Sharpe 

2/26 Sarah Graff 

2/26 Xiao Hua 

2/26 Emma Worth 

2/27 Harold Bartlett 

2/27 Rodney Baars 

2/27 Mona Johnson 

2/28 Carolyn Larsen 

2/28 Ron Sabata 

 

I am the vine, you are the 

branches. 

He who abides in me, and I in 

him, bears much fruit.   

John 15:5 

2/01 Randy Duryea 

2/01 Logan Duryea 

2/02 Aden Hanna 

2/08 Lorraine McKendree 

2/08 Pearl Goldenstein 

2/08 Ruth Engstrom 

2/08 Michelle Wiggins 

2/09 Jeff Schroeder 

2/09 Troy Bernadt 

2/10 Nevaeh Worth 

2/11 Michelle Sackett 

2/11 Jacob Hawkins 

2/12 Ernest Lundquist 

2/12 Jordan Spilker 

2/12 Travis Ray 

2/13 Larry Johns 

2/14 Gary Moerer 

2/14 Matthew Rotschafer 

2/15 Megan Voss 

2/15 Aaron Evans 

2/15 Lydia Dexter 

2/16 Dagmar Ahlquist 

2/16 Linnea Welsh 

2/18 Rhiannon Aden 

2/19 Kristi Evers 

2/22 Kim Smith 

2/23 Lisa Davis 

 

AMERICAN LUTHERAN CH URCH  

4200 Vine Street                                                                                            

Lincoln, NE 68503                                                                                   

Phone: 402 466-6488                                                                                                          

Email: amlutheran@windstream.net                                                                                           

Web Page www.americanlutheranlincoln.org 

Henry Thorberg, Pastor 

Sunday Worship 8:15 am                                                             

Praise Worship 10:30 am                                                                   

Christian Education 9:15 am 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


