ALC Staff

Henry Thorberg - Pastor

Nancy Clay-Director of Worship/
Christian Education

Clarice Riege — Secretary

ALC Council
Executive Committee

President - Doug Dexter
Vice-President - Colin Wiggins
Secretary - Joel Bacon

Treasurer - Jason Gustafson

Committee Chairs

Finance-Bernice Westerholt
Outreach-Linda Bartlett

Parish Education-Angie Franzen
Property-Mike Wheeler

Social Concerns-Liz Cooper
Stewardship-Paul Welsh
Worship-Mavis Seelmeyer
Youth— Bruce Spilker
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February Worship Schedule

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Holy Communion

8:15 am Traditional Worship

9:15 am Sunday School- All

10:30 am Praise Worship

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
8:15 am Traditional Worship
9:15 am Sunday school—All
10:30 am Praise Worship

1:00 pm Engstrom’s—Parish Hall
6:30 pm Reclaiming the “L.” Word

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Newsletter Deadline

8:15 am Traditional Worship
9:15 am Sunday School —All
10:30 am Praise Worship

6:30 pm Reclaiming the “L.” Word

Transfiguration of Our Lord
8:15 am Traditional Worship
9:15 am Sunday School - All
10:30 am Praise Worship

6:30 pm Reclaiming the “L.” Word

Ash Wednesday

Holy Communion/Ashes
5:30 pm Lenten Supper
7:00 pm Worship Service



Pastors Report



Nancy’s Newsletter Info . . . .

Reclaiming t/e “L” Word
Renewing
the Church
from Its
Lutheran Core

By Kelly A. Fryer

Well . .. .. Are you ready???777? 1t’s time for “Reclaiming the “L” Word.
The time is here.
We are about to embark on feeling good about being Lutheran!

(No we are not hosting a pep-rally, though you might want to after this!)

In the words of Kelly Fryer, author of this inspiring book. “The Lutheran Church has much to offer the
searching people of our day. .. .within the deepest riches of our own tradition we have the answers for
many in our society who are seeking but not finding.”

We will begin this exciting journey on February 8th at 6:30 — 8:00 pm.
Childcare will be provided.

Each Sunday evening, for six weeks,

Will open with the large group getting to know each other better.
We will then break into smaller groups and consider the following:
Five Guiding Principles
1. Jesus Is Lord
2. Everyone is Welcome
3. Love Changes People
4. Everybody Has Something to Offer
5. The World Needs What We Have

Please do not miss this opportunity to consider who and what we are about.
&

Get to know your Christian brothers & sisters better here at American Lutheran.






“Stewardship Say So ...”

Stewardship Odds and Ends

Along with the usual hustle and bustle of the Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s holidays, it’s been a busy time
for the Stewardship Committee these past few months as we’ve presented our annual drive in two parts: one for time and
talents and one for financial gifts. I’d like to take the opportunity with this article to update you on some things related to
our drive.

Time and talents. We had a great response from the congregation back in November when we asked you to fill out and
return sheets indicating how you would like to share your time and talents in 2009. One of the things that we stressed
leading up to the annual drive was that nearly all standing committees could use more members. Perhaps as a result of
that communication, a good number of you indicated that you may be interested in joining one of the committees. We
also had a good response to many other opportunities listed on the sheets.

I shared your time and talents information with the church council at our December meeting. If you haven’t already been
contacted about your time and talent choices and you think you should have been by now (such as for an activity that
starts soon), please let someone on the Stewardship Committee know, and we can get you in touch with the right people.

If you’re interested in attending a committee meeting to learn more about what that group does, you can check with the
chairperson to find out the time of the next meeting (in case it’s different than all-committee night). The chairs are listed
in the church bulletin, though a few of the names may change by the time you read this, as we will have had our annual
meeting.

Financial gifts. At our financial gifts presentation on January 11, we asked all of you to take a few moments to think
about and plan your giving to the church for the coming year. Some of you also shared the information with our commit-
tee so we could compile it in aggregate form to give the council an idea of what giving will look like in 2009. The results
from that Sunday were estimated totals of $47,150 in giving to the General Fund, and $3,360 to the Building/Capital
Fund. These totals don’t yet include any estimates we might receive after January 11.

Thank you for your generous giving in 2008. We’re off to a strong start with the first two weeks of this year, as well.

Coming next. Lent begins the last week of February. Remember that the standing committees will be preparing deli-
cious meals for you prior to each Lenten service. The good will offerings that we collect at these meals are used to help
the missions of ALC. We hope you’ll come early for the good food and fellowship.

Paul Welsh
For the Stewardship Committee



ALC NEWS
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Men's Bible Study Men’s Bible Study will the
‘first and third Saturdays of each month. In
February we will meet on February 7th and
February 21st.. All men are welcome!

Executive Committee and Church Council will
meet Thursday evening, February 12th , at 6:15 and
7:00 pm respectively.

First Communion Classes will be offered during
Lent for children who have not entered confirmation.
Contact Pastor Henry if interested.

Lincoln Cluster Food Pantry In February the
Lincoln Metro Parish Cluster Food pantry needs
canned beef stew, hamburger or tuna helper, maca-
roni and cheese, and peanut butter and jelly.

Cash donations are used for immediate needs. To
donate cash, place it in the collection plate, clearly
marked “Food Pantry”.

Thank You to all Worship Assistants, Singers, and
Musicians for your dedicated service to our Lord and
the worship services at American Lutheran Church.

The Time and Talent sheets are full of names volun-
teering to meet the needs of our congregation so we
may worship every Sunday morning. Pastor reported
to us at the last worship assistants meeting that we
have 90 to 98 members every month giving there
Time and Talents so we can have two meaningful
worship services. It is so very much appreciated.

Thank you again so very much.

Kathy Collier
Worship Committee
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Please return any unused Sunday school offering
envelopes as we will be reusing some of them.
Nancy will have a box by her door.

Sunday School

The 4th and 5th grade Sunday school class
made Christmas cards again this year. The
confirmation classes helped us tremendously by
signing about 50 cards. Thanks!

Using fronts of old Christmas cards, they made
225 cards this year! Numerous cards were sent
to each of the homebound members of our con-
gregation.

The other cards were given to Tabitha. Cards
were handed out to residents that attended the
chapel worship on Dec. 21st, when the Ameri-
can Lutheran Sunday School gave their Christ-
mas program. The remaining cards were left to
be distributed to other residents.

Thank you to any ALC members who donated
old cards to us! This project brings joy to many
people at a special time. Right now, our supply
for next year is adequate—thanks to all your
donations.

Wishing you peace and God’s blessing in the
new year!

Claire Sharpe
Teacher
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Lutheran Marriage Encounter

Upcoming weekends for
Lutheran Marriage Encounter

Feb.. 27—Mar 1 at Grand Island, NE
Mar. 6-8 at Sioux Falls, SD.

If interested call the church office for more
information..



Attendance and Stewardship

Worship General

8:15am 10:30 am Offering
December 21 73 98 $5,095.50
December 28 $2,095.00
January 4 43 51 $4,973.00
January 11 $5,402.25
January 18 55 83 $3,874.00

Financial Statement: P

Financial Results through 12/31/2008

Budget Income
Pro-rata needs
Offerings

Difference

Budget Expenses
ﬁﬂgﬁf Phase Ill:
Debt Obligation
Budgeted (mortgage $)
Phase Il Offerings
From Bldg Fund
To Bldg Fund

Total Paid

Cause of the Month:

Offering
Phase III

$ 225.00
$ 40.00
$1,885.00
$ 280.00

$ 290.00

December

$ 16,000.00
$17,906.00
$ 1,906.00

$16,434.00

$2,976.00
$ 714.00
$ 3,185.00
$  0.00
($923.00)
$3,899.00
$2,976.00

$60..00

Offering
Other

$ 992.50
$ 290.50
$ 179.00
$ 115.00

$ 175.85

Y-T-D

$200,900.00
$199,435.00
(6 1,465.00)

$201,673.00

$35,712.00
$17,060.00
$18,349.00
$ 1,226.00
($923.00)

$35,712.00



February Worship Assistants
Pastor Has this list



AMERICAN LUTHERAN CH URCH

4200 Vine Street

Lincoln, NE 68503

Phone: 402 466488

Email: amlutheran@windstream.net

Web Page www.americanlutheranlincoln.org

Henry Thorberg, Pastor

Sunday Worship 8:15 am
Praise Worship 10:30 am

Christian Education 9:15 am

I am the vine, you are the
branches.

He who abides in me, and I in
him, bears much fruit.

John 15:5

02/01 Randy Duryea
02/01 Logan Duryea
02/02 Aden Hanna
02/08 Larraine McKendree
02/08 Pearl Goldenstein
02/08 Ruth Engstrom
02/08 Michelle Wiggins
02/09 Jeffrey Schroeder
02/09 Troy Bernadt
02/11 Michelle Sackett
02/11 Jacob Hawkins
02/12 Ernie Lundquist
02/12 Jordan Spilker
02/12 Travis Ray
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February

02/13 Larry Johns

02/14 Gary Moerer

02/14 Matthew Rotschafer
02/15 Megan Voss

02/15 Aaron Evans

02/15 Lydia Dexter

02/16 Dagmar Ahlquist
02/16 Linnea Welsh

02/18 Rhiannon Aden
02/19 Kristi Evers

02/22 Kim Smith

02/23 Lisa Davis

02/24 Kay Hansen-Bakesz

02/24 Isaac Graff
02/25 Trevor Hanson
02/25 Kevin McGill
02/25 Makayla Gustafson
02/26 Clarice Sharpe
02/26 Sarah Graff
02/26 Xiao Hua

02/26 Emma Worth
02/27 Bob Kehres
02/27 Harold Bartlett
02/27 Rodney Baars
02/27 Mona Johnson
02/28 Carolyn Larsen
02/28 Ron Sabata



