
 

 

 

 

ALC Staff 

 Henry Thorberg - Pastor 

 Nancy Clay-Director of Worship/

              Christian Education 

 Clarice Riege – Secretary 

 

 

 

ALC Council 

Executive Committee 

 President - Doug Dexter 

 Vice-President - Colin Wiggins 

 Secretary - Joel Bacon 

 Treasurer - Jason Gustafson 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

 Finance-Bernice Westerholt 

 Outreach-Linda Bartlett 

 Parish Education- 

 Property-Mike Wheeler 

 Social Concerns-Liz Cooper 

 Stewardship-Paul Welsh 

 Worship-Mavis Seelmeyer 

 Youth– Bruce Spilker 

  

 

                                                                                                                 

August Worship Schedule 

                                                                                                                                 

August 2  9th Sunday after Pentecost                                        

       Holy Communion                                                             

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                

   9:15 am Adult Forum    

  10:30 am Praise Worship (2)  

 

August 9   10th Sunday after Pentecost    

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                        

  9:15 am Adult Forum      

  10:30 am Praise Worship (1)                                                                     
     

August 16  11th Sunday after Pentecost     

  Holy Communion                                    

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                

  9:15 am Adult Forum                                            

  10:30 am Praise Worship (3)    

                                                                                                                                   

 August 23   12th Sunday after Pentecost                                           

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                               

  9:15 am Adult Forum                                                  

   10:30 am Praise Worship (2)   

 

August 30   13th Sunday after Pentecost                                          

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                         

  9:15 Adult Forum                                                                       

  10:30 am Praise Worship (Combined) 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                         

August - 2009 
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  I have been thankful for the oppor-
tunities I have had to be with you in 

prayer.  Most of the times we have done 
that have been in times of greater or 

lesser trouble, and we most certainly 
should turn to GOD in those times!  GOD 

is anxious to address our problems with 
Divine Love, and even though GOD al-

ready knows what we need before we 
pray, GOD wants us to know what we 

need, too; so GOD waits for us to make 
the prayer!  (Please note that I did not 

say pray, I said make.) 

    I am sure that at some point in your 

Christian walk; some zealous preacher or 
another intense Christian correct you 

when you said, “Let’s say the Lord’s 
Prayer.”  Something along the line of we 

don’t say the prayer, we pray the prayer 
could have been the response.  The point 

is taken albeit I personally think it is a lit-
tle picky.  I don’t intend to be picky; but I 

would like to make a related point. 

   There are times when even praying a 

prayer is not sufficient for the need of the 
prayer!  I have felt like my life is a prayer 

for a long time; and that attitude has 
served me well in the past; but I have no-

ticed that it has made me a bit blasé 
about actually making the prayer when I 

go on auto-pilot and respond with some-
thing akin to, “Okay, GOD, You know what 

is needed here!”   

    While GOD does know what is needed, 
I need to know what is needed, too; be-

cause if I don’t know, I will be unaware of 

what role I might be able to be in answer-
ing the prayer! That means for me, that it 

is important that I actually formulate the 
prayer and make the petition personally!   

  Now, I am asking you to help me to be 

better able to make the prayers I need to 
formulate for you in these difficult and try-

ing times!  I am setting times aside to 
come to you in your homes very specifi-

cally to have you help me make my 
prayers to GOD for you, your family, and 

loved ones!  

   

    I recognize that there will be many pe-

titions that will deal with the bad stuff; but 
I also ask you to be considering those 

things in which you feel a real blessing, 
too.  It is common to think about notifying 

the pastor about the real disasters; but it 
is an extremely rare pastor who only 

wants to find out about the negative stuff.  
Indeed, such a pastor would have a very 
difficult time being a good pastor !  Since it 

is one of my goals to be a good pastor, I 

want to hear about the wonderful things 
life gives you, too. 

One last item for my prayers for your 

prayer concerns involves resuming a prac-
tice I used to do regularly.  I will set aside 

a half hour time slot in my office hours to 
pray for the work and workers of our com-

mon mission in the cause of Christ.  

Clarice will be asking you to call back if 
you wish to talk to me during prayer time.  

This time will usually be from 9:15 to 
9:45.  Because of unforeseeable events, 

that time will need to be flexible; but I will 
seek to honor it. 

Together we seek to do GOD’s will! 

Pastor Henry 

Focus on Prayer Visits aka FoPv 



 

 

Nancy’s Newsletter Info . . . . 

 

VBS Reflections… 

 What an amazing week!  So many precious children!  Wonderful volunteers!  Holy Spirit presence!  Joyful 

 voices! Dancing feet!   

 So much to give thanks for! 

 We visited Avalanche Ranch, learned about God and how He is real!   WA-HOO!  We made lots of new 

 friends and learned some Spanish words and songs!  

              

 We owe a huge WA-HOO thanks to those who assisted. 

 Avalanche Ranch VBS Director - Nancy Clay 

 Prairie Dog Preschool Coordinator - Vanessa Welsh 

 Decorations - Jaynee, Jane, Santana and Georgia Fritz, Ramon and Caleb Marcano, Laynee and Nancy 

 Clay, Jacob Spilker, Natalie Dermann, Pastor Henry Thorberg 

 Chuck Wagon Chow - Jana Spilker/crew chief, Linda Spilker, Arlene Buresh, Gladys Shafer, Sarah 

 Wagy, Liz Cooper, Jordan Spilker  

 Sing & Play Stampede - Dave and Natalie Dermann, Doug Dexter, Brenda Spilker, Morgan Malone 

 Prairie Dog Craft and Play - Angie Hanson, Cheryl Thorberg, Michelle Wiggins 

 Prairie Dog Chadder’s Theater - Pastor Henry Thorberg, Paul Welsh 

 Prairie Dog Bible Adventures - Char Rohl, Bruce Spilker 

 Cowpoke Crafts - Mavis Seelmeyer, Angie Seelmeyer, Marcia Worth 

 Wild Bible Adventures - Ryan Rohl, Ramon Marcano 

 Chadder’s Wild West Theater - Sarah and Terri Wheeler, Colin Wiggins 

 Horseplay Games - Justin Spilker, Alyssa Malone 

 Crews - Prairie Dog Preschool  

   a - Jacob Spilker/crew captain, Lydia Dexter  

   b - Gloria Paula and Santana Fritz/crew captains, Hannah Graff 

   c - Mackenzie Ray/crew captain, Georgia Fritz  

  Crews - Avalanche Ranch   

   A - Laynee Clay/crew captain, Laura Martin 

   B - Jordan Spilker/crew captain, Morgan Malone 

   C -  Bobby /crew captain, Natalie Dermann 

   D - Luke Worth, Rhiannon Aden, Isaac Graff  

  

 



 

 

 

  A letter of concern from Nancy. 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

 Serving here is a wonderful opportunity.  I love working with our chil-

dren, youth and adults.  I feel great energy for the ministries I lead and have 

many ideas.  I am one person.  There are many of you who also love working 

with children or youth or adults.  There are some of you who have great 

ideas.  Christian education involves the ―village concept.‖  We all look at  

precious babies at baptism and promise to support their lives in the church.  

It really does take a family, a Christian family to raise children. 

  

 It is difficult to lead ministry without a Parish Education Committee 

or Chairperson.  Since I have served here, it has yet to be a complete group.  

Patrick Aden was chairperson for a short time when I began and we had ex-

cellent leadership from Megan Voss for a time, but even then we had a com-

mittee of three including me.  Without a chairperson and committed group of 

individuals, ministry is diminished and the load is heavy.  With the ideas 

and energy of several people, much can be done and no one must work un-

reasonable hours.  It can really be fun and rewarding!  And, we can offer a 

full ministry of opportunities. 

 

 God is calling!  By His choice the work of His kingdom is done by us.  

Won‘t you please prayerfully consider if you might be one of the people who 

could help solve this growing problem.  I would love to share the joys of the 

work with others.  I would welcome you! 

 

 Please call, or talk to me in person! 

 

      Love in Christ, 

      

      Nancy Clay 



 

 

                                                                       

August                            
ALC NEWS 

.ALC Stats - July . . . 

Change of Address 

Michael & Dani Burroughs                                                     

 5231 W. Zeamer St.     

 Lincoln, NE 68524       

Sheri Svehla                                                                                

 6100 Vine St. Apt. S101,   

 Lincoln, NE 68505 

Wanda Kehres                       

 6759 Newport Ave Apt. 65;                                        

 Omaha, NE 68152  

Transfer - out 

Egan Matthew Lodes (infant)   to               

Good Shepherd Lutheran; Albany, OR  

Baptism 

7/12/09  Creighton Marie Allen (9/13/08)                                                                  

        Parents:  Kirk & Heidi Allen  

Wedding 

7/11/09 ñAndrea Mei Robertson  &                             

   Rylan Fernandez  

 

 

 

 

RALLY DAY -  RALLY DAY - -RALLY DAY  

September 13th -  September 13th   

9:15 AM - - 9:15 AM 

Sunday School Begins Again!! 

A Three Ring Circus of Fun Events 

& 

Meet your teachers and leaders! 

 

Men In the Word Bible Study will meet the first 

and third Saturdays in August. (August 1st  & Au-

gust 15th), at Perkins Restaurant at 48th & ―O‖ 

Streets. .. All men are welcome!                                 

                                                                                       

Lincoln Cluster Food Pantry In August the Lin-

coln  Metro Parish Food pantry needs Soup/Beef 

Stew, Tomato sauce-paste etc. juice, canned vegeta-

bles, and shampoo/toilet paper. 

(The pantry wants to remind folks that they canõt ac-

cept open and used productsñtheyõve been getting a 

lot of them lately.) 

Cash donations are used for immediate needs.   To 

donate cash, place it in the collection plate, clearly 

marked ―Food Pantry‖ 

                                                                                

Coming Soon on a planet near you!  Okay—on 

earth.  In Lincoln, NE @ American Lutheran Church,  

in members‘ homes!  A pastor—okay Pastor Henry.    

I rejoice to start another round of every member visi-

tations.  I will start with our newest members, then 

try to visit those I missed the first time around, then 

come to see the majority.  The visits are only in-

tended to be 30 minutes, with the purpose of learning 

your prayer concerns in our difficult times. 

 

Executive Committee and Church Council will 

meet Thursday evening, August 13 , at 6:15  and 7:00 

pm respectively.  

 

Does your marriage need a pick up?  Would you 

like to rekindle the spark you once had?  Why not 

consider attending a Lutheran Marriage Encounter 

Weekend?  There will be one held in Omaha on Oct. 

2-4.  For details go to www.godlovesmarriage.com and 

register for the Omaha weekend.  Hope to see you 

there! 

 

 

 



 

 

Campus Connection News:   

                                                                                                                                     
The 6th Annual Woodworking Auction will be held Sunday, Sept 27, 2009.  This yearôs auction will be hosted 

by First Lutheran Church.  As items arrive at the Center prior to the auction, they are photographed and dis-

played on the Lutheran Center Web sit:  www.elcalutherancenterlincoln.org 

 

Any interested woodworkers wanting to donate an item for this ministry, contact Claire Sharpe           (489-

6723) or Barb at the Center (435-3697). 

 

     Claire Sharpe 

      Representative 

 

Attendance and Stewardship      

    Worship   General      Offering                Offering                                                             

  8:15 am 10:30 am Offering   Phase III        Other 

June 28  54 77 $1,409.50 $    50.00 $    60.00          

Garage Sale   $1,819.50                                                                                         

July 5 36 60 $5,169.00 $  325.00   $  63.50                

July 12 61 97 $4,390.00 $  400.00 $  413.00                          

 Financial Statement:   

   Financial Results through 6/30/2009 

     June  YTD    

Budget Income                                                                                                                              

 Pro-rata needs   $ 15,433.00 $100,312.00 

 Offerings   $ 13,912.00 $  91,135.00 

 Difference               ($  1,521.00)     ($   9,177.00)              

Budget Expenses $ 17,141.00       $  97,603.00             

 Phase III: 

 Debt Obligation $  2,976.00        $ 17,856.00 

                                                                                                                           

 Budgeted (mortgage ) $  1,806.00        $  9,198.00 

 Phase III Offerings $  1,170.00        $  8,516.00

 Total Paid $  2,976.00        $17,714.00 

   

Cause of the Month:     $65.00 

 

 



 

 

Cause of the Month:  August 

 

 PEOPLES CITY MISSION 

 

Serving Nebraska since 1907  
The People's City Mission (PCM) has been a vital part of the Lincoln community for almost 100 

years. We were founded in 1907 by a number of local churches in the city. They wanted to dem-

onstrate Christ's love to people who were impoverished and homeless by providing them with 

emergency assistance of food, shelter, and clothing.  

 

Over the years, our purpose has remained the same: bring the good news of Jesus Christ to the 

poor and homeless, and demonstrate His love for them by meeting basic human needs. Over the 

years, more than five hundred thousand people have been assisted by our ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise In The Park 

One behalf of the Worship Committee, I would like to say a big, big, ―Thank you‖ to all who 

assisted in preparing for this service and also to everyone who attended the service.  It was a 

beautiful day and being able to worship outdoors in the midst of God‘s many creations, was 

truly an awesome     experience.  And– in true Lutheran style—the potluck following the ser-

vice was delicious! 

 

As we try new worship experience from time to time, where we are all able to come together 

as one group, your support and attendance, is truly and greatly appreciated? 

 

     Yours In Christ, 

      Mavis Seelmeyer,  

       Chair, worship committee 
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08/24 Janis Schleiger 

08/24 Brenda Carter 

08/24 Bruce Spilker 

08/24 Laynee Clay 

08/24 Tanner Stevens 

08/29 Nancy Clay 

08/30 Don Kuszak 

08/30 Tracy Martin 

08/31 Lois Stelmach 

08/31 Renee Foley 

08/31 Michael Burroughs 

08/31 Devon Franzen 

08/31 Jennifer Linke 

 

 

I am the vine, you are the 

branches. 

He who abides in me, and I in 

him, bears much fruit.   

John 15:5 

08/01 Marcia Worth 

08/01 Sue Voss 

08/02 Benjamin Gustafson 

08/04 Donna Atkinson 

08/05 Brynlee Sharpe 

08/06 Jerilyn Evans 

08/06 Aaron Engstrom 

08/08 Jaden Schachterle 

08/09 Dennis Bell 

08/10 Kelsee Foote 

08/11 Glenn Stevens 

08/11 Steve Brestel 

08/13 Marceil Dreier 

 

08/13 Harlan Mertes 

08/13 Caleb Welsh 

08/13 Ethan Welsh 

08/14 Kyle Stege 

08/14 Sue Bartlett 

08/16 Gladys Shafer 

08/16 Jared Stevens 

08/17 Helen M. Wohlers 

08/17 Bruce Worth 

08/19 Frankie Curren 

08/20 Carol Meedel 

08/21 Jake Kahler 

08/21 Jaden Hawkins 

 

AMERICAN LUTHERAN CH URCH  

4200 Vine Street                                                                                            

Lincoln, NE 68503                                                                                   

Phone: 402 466-6488                                                                                                          

Email: amlutheran@windstream.net                                                                                           

Web Page www.americanlutheranlincoln.org 

Henry Thorberg, Pastor 

Sunday Worship 8:15 am                                                             

Praise Worship 10:30 am                                                                   

Christian Education 9:15 am 

Address Service Requested 

August  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

It sure has been feeling like fall outside!  That gets one to thinking about fall opportunities to serve 

and be filled at American.  Our fall programming is gearing up for an exciting year of activities and 

events all centered around our need to worship, pray, study and serve.  At the center of all is our 

need and desire to serve our loving God, and we can serve in a variety of ways. 

 

MUSIC MINISTRIES - We begin on September 8th! 

 Joyful Noise - for children in first through fifth grades.  We hear a bible story, share a snack, sing and 

 play the hand chimes.  We get  together Tuesdays beginning at 5:00 PM and finishing at 5:45 PM.  We 

 share during worship on 4th Sundays.  (We do not meet the last Tuesday of each month.) 

 Gospel Rings - for Middle School youth through adults.  We rehearse and have a great time ringing 

 the handbells.  Some music recognition is helpful.  We ring beginning at 6:15 PM until 7:00 PM on 

 Tuesday evenings and share in worship on 2nd Sundays, except in September on the 20th. 

 Sanctuary Choir - for Middle School youth through adults.  We rehearse choral music, a Christmas 

 Cantata and special music for the Easter season.  You don‘t have to feel like you are a professional level 

 singer to be a wonderful addition to a choir.  All voices blend together  to create a beautiful sound for 

 praising God!  We rehearse beginning  at 7:05 PM on Tuesday evenings and finish around 7:45.  We 

 share in worship on 1st Sundays, except in September on the 13th.  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAISE TEAMS ARE GREAT FUN & FELLOWSHIP! 

Attention song lovers who sing from the pew area!!!!                                                                                                                 

We are always needing voices for leading worship.                                                                                                               

Just so you know… 

PRAISE TEAMS ARE GREAT FUN & FELLOWSHIP! 

Our Praise Teams are open to new voices and we‘d love some more men!!                                                                                   

If we need to, we can always begin new teams!                                                                                                                  

Wanna be sure you know that… 

PRAISE TEAMS ARE GREAT FUN & FELLOWSHIP! 

If you love contemporary praise music and enjoy singing,                                                                                                       

you fit the job description!                                                                                                                                                             

If you play an instrument, you fit the job description!                                                                                                           

Praise Teams #1 and #2 rehearse on Tuesday evenings at 7:50-8:45 PM                                                                            

with the Third Sunday Praise Team                                                                                                                                       

rehearsing on Saturday mornings from 10:00-11:30 AM.                                                                                                      

Sure hope that it‗s clear now… 

PRAISE TEAMS ARE GREAT FUN & FELLOWSHIP! 

Please let Nancy know of your interest in any of the music ministries or                                                                               

come and see what we‘re about at our first rehearsal                                                                                                                    

of this new school year on September 8th! 


