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April Worship Schedule 

April 5  Palm Sunday                                                

    Holy Communion     

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                

   9:15 am Sunday School- All   

  10:30 am Praise Worship (2)     

                                                                                                                               

April 9 Maundy Thursday                                                          

 7:00 pm Worship/Communion 

 

 April 10 Good Friday                                                                              

 3:00 pm - Worship                                                                         

 7:00 pm - Worship 

                                                    

April 12   Easter Sunday/Communion                                                                    

  6:30 am  Sunrise Service/Youth                                            

  7:00am Continental Breakfast                                                  

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                        

  9:15 am Sunday school - All    

  10:30 am Praise Worship (combined)                                                                     
   

April 19  Second Sunday of Easter                                                           

  Communion                                     

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                                

  9:15 am Sunday School - All                                             

  10:30 am Praise Worship (1)      

                                                                                                                              

April 26     Third Sunday of Easter                                                            

  8:15 am Traditional Worship                                                               

  9:15 am Sunday School - All                                                                    

  10:30 am Praise Worship (2)                                                                                                           
                                                                                                   

April - 2009 
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  One of the things that surprises me over and 

over again as I do the work of my call is how 

unsafe it is to make assumptions about any-

thing that you believe is common knowledge.  

No matter how well you believe teaching the 

things of the faith has been accomplished, I 

never cease to marvel at the new insights that 

come from studying the scriptures. 

   Even in those times when we are called on to 

preach from something that we have used 

many times before, it seems GOD has new in-

sights in store for us as we look into the word 

of GOD!  The more I learn, the more it seems 

that there is yet to learn.  It therefore makes no 

sense to me that I would ever feel like I‟ve got 

it!  It also surprises me when conversations 

with others who have spent a life time study-

ing, uncover a belief on their part that they  

are so learned that we should pay attention to 

them! 

  In Lutheran schools, that is an uncommon dis-

covery; but it does still happen!  My response 

to that situation is to proceed with great cau-

tion as I listen to what they are going to say!  It 

is much more fun to listen to someone who has 

made a discovery for themselves as they look 

at scripture.  Their excitement over the new 

way GOD has touched them is very encourag-

ing and a great blessing! 

    This approach toward scriptures has some 

logical consequences for us in the relationship 

we have with others who are looking at the 

word of GOD along with us!  

The first and major consequence is a marvel-

ous confidence that comes with the realization 

that everyone of us is learning something new 

whenever we come to the scriptures! It pretty 

much makes us equals as we look for God's 

word to us!  Of course, there are going to be 

people who know more than we do; but that is 

the way it should be! 

   What is not the way it should be, is for us to 

feel inferior to others because they do know 

more than we do!  It has been my experience 

in a lot of Bible Studies that the ones who are 

the greatest in the faith are the ones who are 

most anxious to share faith with others!  They 

have not taken pleasure in ruling over those 

who do not know as much; but rather have re-

joiced in sharing the gift they have with others.  

Indeed, I have found them excited about their 

call to share the blessings they have received. 

   I want to apologize if anyone has ever been 

embarrassed by me when we have looked at 

the word of GOD together.  I promise to con-

tinue to try to learn more and more so that I do 

not need to be embarrassed either!   

    If GOD is willing, we are going to get more 

opportunities to learn about what GOD wants 

in our lives by some additional Bible Studies 

this year or perhaps book studies in the order 

of our experience in “Reclaiming the „L‟ 

Word.”  It showed us what a blessing we can 

be to each other as we hear others!  We 

learned what causes the great celebration in 

which we are privileged to have a part! 

   The joy of that first Resurrection morning has 

come to us down through ages as we celebrate 

Easter again this month!  We also celebrate it 

every Sunday as we worship on the day of the 

week when resurrection first came to be! 

   Brothers and Sisters, as we come to Easter 

again, may the surprise and joy bless you and 

empower you to imitate the Christ who won 

salvation for us! AMEN! 

 

In Christ‟s work together, Pastor Henry 

Easter Again 



 

 

Nancy’s Newsletter Info . . . . 

 

 

   Has anyone seen some missing children? 

   Lately we have noticed a decline in Sunday School numbers. 

Maybe you were concerned with a chill in the air in the Sunday School wing.  Well, we have it 

taken care of and it is warm and comfy for our little members.  Flu and illness have taken a 

toll.  We are happy it is almost Spring and we‗re all ready for healthy fresh air.  It is so impor-

tant for parents to make an extra effort to get children to Sunday School.  We want to support 

families. If you need a ride for your child(ren), please call the church and leave a message for 

Nancy.  (466-6488)  We‘ll see what we can do to help.  We are family at American and we miss 

you and we celebrate when all of our family is together. 

 

 

 

***REMEMBER*** 

Sunday School children and Joyful Noise will share special music and carry palms on Palm 

Sunday, April 5th. 

No Sunday School on Easter, April 12th.  The last day of Sunday School is May 17th. 

 

              

 

Parish Education needs a chairperson. 

 Being the chairperson involves running Parish Education meetings, attending 

Church Council meetings and helping with planning for Sunday Schools events 

and Vacation Bible School.  Committee members and volunteers make the work 

load light and the rewards great.  Please consider this wonderful ministry position.  

Nancy would love to talk to you about it.  Call her at the church….. Or, she just 

might be calling you. 

 

 

Thank You! 

Thank you to the following ―L‖ Word leaders and Pastor Henry: Colin and Michelle Wiggins, 

Kelli Bacon, Wendy Hirsch, Pam McGill and Don Spilker.  We had a great time learning and 

growing together and your help is greatly appreciated.  The following information was compiled 

at our last meeting. 

 



 

 

Results from Responses to “Reclaiming the “L” Word” Study 

 

Personal Five Guiding Principles: 

 Lincoln needs what we have, Everyone is welcome, Jesus rocks, Support others, Salvation for all 

 God always comes down, Jesus is Lord, Everyone is welcome, Love changes everything, we have something 
to offer, the world needs us, show our love of God to others, welcome new people 

 Jesus is Lord-in daily living I can always come to Jesus to put focus where it should be, Everyone is welcome-
We all sin every day, but by grace and faith we can all be saved, Everybody has something to offer-Even a 
small child can sing praises to God, The world needs what we have-²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ 
that would be selfish. We need to share this peace and hope with others 

 DƻŘ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ϧ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛǘΣ {ƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ϧ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

 WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ [ƻǊŘΣ {ŀǾŜŘ ōȅ DǊŀŎŜΣ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǎǘŜ Ін-ƻǊ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘΣ !ƭƭ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ 5ƻƴΩǘ 
be Peter before the rooster crowed 

 (In no particular order) be helpful, trust in God in all I do, praise & thank the Lord for everything in my life, 
smile, be active  in my faith 

 DƻŘ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ǇǊŀȅΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ϧ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

 Love, service, giving-sharing money time talents, concern for others, prayer 

 Lead by doing, support others 

 Peace making, joy finding, family, truthfulness, hopefulness 

 God is God, Jesus is God in flesh, Obedience is not as important as love, everyone is  welcome/everyone is a 
sinner 

 Jesus is Lord, live like Jesus would live, everybody has something to offer, saved by  grace, be active in your 
faith, I need Jesus in my life for guidance, I am awaiting Judgment Day 

 Agreed with those in the book 

 

Suggestions for future study: 

 Applying to everyday needs, Studying history, the cross, prayer forum by Pastor  Bastrom-Lutheran                          
Student Center, Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren, reaching out from this place (Evangelism?) Financial 
classes,  learning about other denominations,  [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀΣ wƛŎƪ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ .ŜǘƘ aƻƻǊŜΩǎ 
studies, Purpose Driven Life, Study on the Cross, offer study following church and have a meal 

 

What we can offer to ALC & others: 

 Show our love of God to others, welcome new people, ALC for meeting spaces AA-etc., welcoming, shar-
ing faith, plan of action, give more of ourselves, to make members and  new people feel welcome-to grow our 
church, offering, attendance, participation, work to attract and keep young families, take picture of baptized 
baby with family and banner to give to family and have a follow-up conversation or visit with that family at a 
later date 



 

 

  

Ideas for future walk together: 

 CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άǇƻǘ ƭǳŎƪέ ϧ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΣ bŜŜŘǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
members (survey) once a year joint service in the park, support groups,  more service projects together 
όƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǎƻǳǇ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴύ ōƻƻƪ ŎƭǳōΣ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƎŜǘ-
togethers, can we offer services in connection with the Lutheran Student Center since we are so close to Ag. 
Campus,  Dave  wŀƳǎŜȅΩǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎǘǳŘȅΦ ²Ŝ Ƴƛǎǎ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪ ƳŜŀƭǎΣ Řƻ ŦƻƻŘ ƴŜǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǎƻǳǇ 
kitchen?, use the little house we might buy to house ones in need , Tanzania, Garage sale to get people in & give 
our info at door, host day at soup kitchen, Food Net, host meal at prison, free childcare 1-2x/week for low in-
come families, serve meal at OSLC  F.E.A.S.T. ministry, CD of Praise Team/Choir/Hymns/Music Groups for new 
members or visitors-music means so much to worshippers and families 

  

 

Comments: 

 I enjoyed the fellowship & getting to know others in our congregation. Thank you. 

 Like small group plus large group time. 

 I think it was great! 

 Saw real honest open discussion about what actions we at ALC should do to carry out those 5 guiding                  
principles,  

 ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ![/Σ [ŀǊƎŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ-ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ                
try to copy or try to have that much programming,  

 Concern regarding attendance at worship, large membership-ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŎƻƳŜΣ  

 Liked mixing age groups for more dynamic discussions and more ideas,  

 

 

 



 

 

Stewardship Say So . . . 

Celebrate Earth Day 2009 with ALC! 

 

In recognition of Earth Day 2009 and our everyday responsibility to care for God‘s creation, the Stewardship Commit-

tee is planning the following ―green‖ activities for Sunday, April 19: 

 

Vine Street Cleanup 

Join us after second service for pizza, fellowship and some exercise as we clean up Vine Street around our church 

neighborhood. We‘ll have lunch around noon, and then head outside to what will surely be beautiful spring weather. 

Our plan is to walk and pick up trash along each side of Vine Street from 33rd to 48th. 

 

Things you may want to bring for the cleanup: 

! ŦŜǿ ǘǊŀǎƘ ōŀƎǎ όǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǘǊŀǎ ƘŀƴŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜƳύ 

Work gloves 

Sunscreen 

Drinking water 

Brightly colored clothing to help you stay visible alongside the busy street 

 

There‘s a signup sheet in the Narthex for this event. Let‘s have a good turnout and make it a fun and productive time! 

 

Lather, Rinse, Reuse  

We already do a great job of recycling the paper we consume at ALC. On April 19, the Stewardship Committee would 

like to do one additional thing for the environment – using real coffee cups to prevent throwing Styrofoam or any other 

types of disposable cups into the trash that day. 

 

Coffee cups will be set out that morning for you to use as you enjoy your morning coffee or hot cocoa. When you‘re fin-

ished, just leave the cups on the provided trays, and our committee will take care of washing them up. 

 

This small gesture on one day of the year is symbolic of bigger possibilities, such as an idea someone at ALC proposed 

to me: What if we all brought coffee mugs from home, and each of us just washed out our own mugs when we were fin-

ished with them? Think about that – it would be such a small thing to do, yet each time we did it we would keep one 

more item out of our landfills. We would just need to come up with some sort of rack for hanging the mugs out of the 

way, and maybe have a rotation for washing the tea towels that would be used for drying. This is pretty easy stuff with 

the potential for real benefits over time. Something to think about … 

 

I hope you‘ll join us in celebrating Earth Day 2009 with these events on Sunday, April 19. 

 

For the Stewardship Committee, 

Paul Welsh 

 



 

 

           

ALC NEWS 

Cause of the Month         April 2009 

Habitat for Humanity 

The purpose of Lincoln/Lancaster County 

Habitat for Humanity is to demonstrate God‘s 

love in action and our faithful concern for our 

community: 

By building in partnership with people in 

need, affordable, safe, attractive, healthful 

and secure houses. 

By offering dignity and hope through home 

ownership to those families with whom we 

partner. 

By being a channel for the religious com-

munity and all people of good will through 

which all families might live in God‘s love 

and in the comfort of their own homes. 

 

Reminder:  If you have provided flowers for 

church, and have not yet paid for them, please 

do so as soon as possible!                                          

  Thank you, Worship Committee 

 

Lincoln Marathon  We have been advised 

that the Lincoln Marathon will be held on 

Sunday, May 3, 2009.  The race begins at the 

University of Nebraska main campus at 7:00 

am. and ends approximately 5 hours later 

back on campus.  

There is a map of the Marathon Route on the 

bulletin board for you to check if this will in-

terfere with the route you take to church.  If it 

does you might have to use and alternate 

route. 

 

Spring Clean Up will be held on Saturday, 

April 25th in conjunction with the neighbor-

hood clean-up.  Dumpsters will be in ALC 

parking lot. 

Menõs Bible Study  Men‘s Bible Study will the 

first and third Saturdays of each month at 

Perkins Restaurant at 48th & ―O‖ Streets.     

In April we will meet on April 4th and April 18th. All 

men are welcome! 

 

Executive Committee and Church Council will 

meet Thursday evening, April 16 , at 6:15  and 7:00 

pm respectively. Date has changed due to Holy Week. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Lincoln Cluster Food Pantry In April the Lincoln  

Metro Parish Cluster Food pantry needs Personal 

Care Items - shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, toi-

let paper; also, juice, fruit, and tomato products. 

(sauce, diced, etc.)  

Cash donations are used for immediate needs.   To 

donate cash, place it in the collection plate, clearly 

marked ―Food Pantry‖. 

 

American Lutheran Stats  -   2009 

Change of Address:                                                       

 Ben Pederson—1028 H Street #308,                     

                Lincoln, NE 68508-3193 

Marriage    Seth Allen Lade & Rachel Ann Clifton  

   March 14, 2009                                           

                                                                                     

  Sam Sharpe & Erin Zavidil                               

   March 28, 2009 

 

Birth  Gracie May Pendergras                                   

     born March 18, 2009                                            

  Parents:  Emmett & Sherri Pendergras 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Attendance and Stewardship      

    Worship   General      Offering                Offering                                                             

  8:15 am 10:30 am Offering   Phase III        Other 

February 22 57 107 $2,588.96 $     60.00 $  141.50                                                   

February 25   Ash Wed. 80 $   270.50 $   142.00  

March 1 49 NA $4,322.84 $    550.00 $    89.30       

March 4    Lent NA $    875.00 $   110.00 $  224.00 (Lent) 

March 8 41 95 $2,726.61 $   250.00 $  171.61 

March 11 Lent 49 $   185.00 (Lent) $    $  193.00 (Lent) 

March 15 44 101 $5,022.46 $220.00 $194.46 

March 18 Lent 66 $   183.77 (Lent) $ $506.00 (Lent) 

 Financial Statement:   

   Financial Results through 2/28/2009 

     February  YTD 

   

Budget Income 

 Pro-rata needs $ 15,433.00 $30,866.00 

 Offerings $ 14,377.00 $30,342.00 

 Difference   ($1,056.00)         ($524.00)              

 

Budget Expenses $ 15,892.00 $33,375.00             

 Phase III: 

 Debt Obligation $  2,976.00 $5,952.00 

  

 Budgeted (mortgage $) $   1,495.00 $1,996.00 

 Phase III Offerings $  1,481.00 $3,956.00 

                                                                                                              

 From Bldg Fund $         0.00 $       0.00 

 To Bldg Fund  

 Total Paid $2,976.00 $5,952.00 

   

Cause of the Month:     $45..00 
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04/20 Gloria Dowding 

04/24 Morgan Malone 

04/24 Adela Donahoo 

04/26 John Shafer 

04/24 Kayla Franzen 

04/28 Terri Wheeler 

04/28 David Foley 

04/29 Tim West 

04/29 Trevor Westerholt 

 

 

 

 

 

I am the vine, you are the 

branches. 

He who abides in me, and I in 

him, bears much fruit.   

John 15:5 

 

04/01 Michael Welsh 

04/02 Franklyn Manning 

04/02 Angela Hanson 

04/04 Jessica Martin 

04/05 David Everett 

04/06 Brenda Spilker 

04/06 Debra Hanna 

04/09 Laura Huesers 

04/11 Mavis Seelmeyer 

 

 

 

 

04/12 Aaron Seelmeyer 

04/12 Lance Neeman 

04/14 James Spilker 

04/14 Dorothy Klein 

04/14 Gloria Bell 

04/16 Shirley Hinz 

04/17 Laura Martin 

04/18 Mary Alin 

04/19 Mark Krumm 

 

 

 

 

AMERICAN LUTHERAN CH URCH  

4200 Vine Street                                                                                            

Lincoln, NE 68503                                                                                   

Phone: 402 466-6488                                                                                                          

Email: amlutheran@windstream.net                                                                                           

Web Page www.americanlutheranlincoln.org 

Henry Thorberg, Pastor 

Sunday Worship 8:15 am                                                             

Praise Worship 10:30 am                                                                   

Christian Education 9:15 am 
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